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Construction News
As you can see from the photos below, the stabilization of the roof over the
main chapel has been completed. Not only was our contractor able to finish
the job within the scheduled 2 month time frame but the project also came
in under budget. The next phase in our planned restoration is replacing the
shingles, upgrading the gutters and downspouts and improving the underground drainage by the main chapel. The estimated cost is $260,000. We are
seeking grant funding but help is needed with matching funds. Please consider making a donation toward this project.
Sr. Linda Clare, Construction Committee

BEFORE: This photo, taken before the structural
upgrade, shows unsupported interior buttresses
and inadequate crossbeams to support the roof.

AFTER: The completed structural upgrade includes buttress support along the bottom of the side walls from
front to back, and new rafters to support the roof.

The Third Annual Golf Outing
The Third Annual Golf Outing was held on
May 8 at Spring Brook Country Club in Morristown.
About 50 golfers competed and many guests attended
the event, which included lunch and an awards dinner. Tee-off time was 1 p.m.
Sister Pamela worked with Tom Curtin and Sheila
Mulholland Kettles, who co-chaired the committee.
David Woods of the House of the Good Shepherd in
Hackettstown was master of ceremonies. Special
guests were former Giants players, Bart Oates and
Howard Cross.
The Sisters of St. John Baptist are grateful to all who
donated their time, talent and treasure to make this a
stellar day, complete with cool, sunny weather. Proceeds of the event will assist the outreach ministries
and renovation projects of the Sisters.

Sr. Mary Lynne (with Jenny,) Sr. Victoria Michelle, and
Fr. Joseph Ngijoe arrive at Spring Brook Country Club
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Highlights from the Golf Outing

Sr. Eleanor Francis tries driving a golf cart

Sisters Monica Clare, Mary Lynne, Victoria Michelle,
& Pamela greet guests at the golf outing

Dave Woods and Lynn Mullin look on as Giants’ pro -football
player Howard Cross calls the names of raffle winners

The longest shot?

Remembering Mary Mulholland, 1928-2013
Mary Mulholland, mother of Sheila Mulholland Kettles, co-chair of the Golf Outing, will always be remembered by the Sisters for her generous spirit and determination to bring healing and help to those addicted to alcohol and drugs. Mary is
the inspiration behind our three Nun Better Golf Outings.

We first met Mary through Daytop Village, which resides in our school buildings.
Daytop is a treatment center for teens and young adults suffering from substance
abuse. Mary, who served on the Daytop Board, also became a member of the
Convent’s Capital Campaign Committee. At Mary’s Memorial Tribute event,
three of her children: Sheila, Pat and Kevin, were introduced to the Sisters, and
plans were underway to create the first “Nun Better” Golf Outing in 2015.
Mary was an inspiration to all of us, particularly through the outreach of the DOPE OPEN, a golf outing
created by Mary to benefit several treatment centers in New Jersey. It was held annually for 37 years and
raised over 50 million dollars, all of which went to help those with substance abuse.
As we Sisters continue our outreach both on our hilltop in Mendham and in the wider world, we will always
remember Mary and the doors she opened to us through her dedication and support.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Father Joseph Ngijoe from Cameroon Visits the Convent
The Rev. Canon Joseph Ngijoe came for a three
weeks’ visit in April and May. Fr. Ngijoe was, at
one time, a chaplain to Good Shepherd Home.
More recently he has served a parish in the Diocese of Cameroon, and he is available if Sr. Jane
needs help. He presently assists Bishop Thomas
Dibo as a regional Administrator.
Fr. Ngijoe and his wife Clemence are in the process of founding a lay community in the city of
Limbé in Cameroon.
He is pictured here at Trinity and St. Philip’s Cathedral in Newark, where he was invited to preach
by the Dean, Petero Sabune.
Left to right: Dean Petero Sabune, Sr. Barbara Jean, Father
Joseph Ngijoe

Vanessa Foster is received as an Oblate
On April 29, during the regular Oblate meeting,
Vanessa Foster was received as an Oblate at Noonday Prayer. She was accompanied by family and
friends, who have supported her as she prepared for
this commitment. Vanessa is a member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Jersey City, where she serves as
a worship leader and volunteer. She also is on the

church Staff. Vanessa was a close friend of Dorothy
Fowlkes, our former Oblate, now deceased. She provided transportation for Dorothy to come to Oblate
meetings, and in Dorothy’s last days, she helped with
her care. She has followed in Dorothy’s footsteps as
a person who reaches out to those in need; in her
apartment building, in the church, and on the city
streets.
Vanessa was welcomed warmly at the lunch which
followed the service.

Sr. Eleanor Francis received Vanessa as an Oblate,
accompanied by her rector, the Rev. Thomas Murphy.

Vanessa was supported by friends, family, and
members of her church, St. Paul’s in Jersey City.
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Departed Associates
Louis Berry
Louis Berry, 81, passed to his Lord on March 18, 2017. He and his wife, Carol were received as Associates
in 2015. He was a member of All Saints Episcopal Church in Millington, where he and Carol attended together. May he rest in peace.

Rosemary Bauer
Rosemary Christine Larson Bauer, An Associate since 1994,died on March 23, 2017 at the age of 92. She
was predeceased by her husband, Glenn, also an Associate. Rosemary was a member of St. Paul’s Church in
Westfield, and a teacher for almost 30 years at Wardlaw-Hartridge School. May her soul rest in peace.

Janet Watters
Janet Watters passed away on March 24, 2017 after a long and fruitful life. She was 96. Janet was received
as an Associate with her husband, Philip (now deceased) in 1966. The Rev. Philip Watters had been the rector of St. Mark’s Church in Mendham, and Janet was a social worker for the Morris County Welfare Board.
In her later years she lived with her daughter, the Rev. Merry Watters. May she rest in the peace of Christ.

Comforting Words
from the Psalms

Lord, there is no source of greater joy than worshiping
you. We come before your presence with thanksgiving
and bow before you this day. We exalt your name, for
you are great and worthy to be praised. You have put
gladness in our hearts . - Psalm 4:7
All honor, majesty, strength and glory, holiness and
righteousness are yours. O Lord. You are gracious and
full of compassion, slow to anger and great in mercy. -

Psalm 145:8

You are mighty in power and your understanding is infinite. - Psalm 147:5
You give food to the hungry and freedom to the prisoners. Thank you that you open the eyes of the blind and
raise up those who are bowed down. - Psalm 146:78

Shared by Sr. Victoria Michelle

Remember the Community of St. John Baptist



Planned giving is the means by which persons may make use of their resources by supporting the Community
through Bequests, Life Income gifts, Life Insurance, A Life Estate, or Appreciated Property. Income from an Endowment Fund will be available for programs of retreat, worship, education, or special projects, as well as the future
support of the Sisters.
For further information, please contact Sr. Barbara Jean at 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org
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GOOD SHEPHERD
HOME NEWS

Sr. Jane Mankaa (front right) worships
in Kuflu with six Aspirants to her community and two Sisters from the Community of Jesus.

The Aspirants with two American Sisters
who are guiding them in prayer and the
way of life in a monastery. The girls
also attend school.

The Main Orphanage
The 100 children in Abangoh, Bamenda have been busy as usual. There is
work to do on the Sisters’ farms, bringing in a badly needed harvest. There
are three new babies in the Home. All three had been abandoned by their
mothers. The older children help to care for the very young, along with
housemothers hired by the Sisters.
The Clinic in Bamenda
The clinic, which is a short distance from the orphanage, is fully stocked
with medical supplies and equipment. Sr. Jane is now looking for a nurse
and nursing assistants to work there. It will provide for immediate medical
care for the orphans and local residents. There is a hospital in Bamenda (a
large city) for serious cases. Sr. Jane is grateful to all who have donated to
make this clinic possible.
The Batibo Annex
The Home at Batibo, some distance away from the main orphanage, is in a
rural village and many of the children there have special needs. At present,
the older children go to the stream every day and carry water that is possibly polluted back to the house for drinking and bathing. We are urgently
reaching out for a well in Batibo to bring pure water to the Home. The
cost of the proposed well is $10,000.
The Kuflu Mission
Recently, a representative of Bishop Thomas Dibo of Cameroon visited the
Mission Hall in Kuflu, and the Hall has been approved as a church of the
Diocese of Cameroon. There is now a priest, Fr. Michael, who visits the
church. He will conduct services for the village people who attend, and
give classes at the adjoining convent that Sr. Jane has founded there. Six
young Cameroonian Aspirants who hope to join Sr. Jane reside in the convent. The Kuflu outreach has grown rapidly, due to the support of the local villages around it.

NEWS FROM NEW YORK

Sr. Monica Clare has been working with several parishioners and friends of the parish, who have spent time
helping her to collect and organize donated clothing. A
“Drop in” day was organized for April 28. Parishioners
have also been on hand to assist the homeless who come
in times of need. Social work agencies in Manhattan are
available on call.

Sr. Laura Katharine, who works daily in the sacristy,
organized two sales of candle stubs from the church in
order to raise funds for repair of cabinet doors in the
frontal room. The church conducts several services
each day, necessitating frequent changes of frontals,
which are the colored hangings on the front of the altar.

Sr. Monica Clare shows visitors the many articles of clothing that have been donated for those in need

Sr. Laura Katharine prepared candle stubs from the
church for the parishioners to purchase, benefitting the
sacristy.
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Thoughts for the Season
The Presence of Jesus
From the Sermon by Sr. Eleanor Francis

In his book The Lion and the Lamb, Brennan Manning records this story: “Shortly after the Bolshevist Revolution, Comrade Lunachatsky was lecturing to seven thousand Russian people on the folly
of Christianity in contrast to the wisdom of Marxist ideology. All Christian doctrines, he claimed,
are empty myths intended to make the poor just
accept their fate.
He asked if anyone amongst the seven thousand
would care to comment on or add to his oratory. A
twenty-six-year-old newly ordained Orthodox
priest stepped forward. The commissar looked at
him skeptically and replied, “You’ve got two
minutes, have at it.” “Oh, I won’t take long,” the
priest assured him. He approached the platform,
turned to the audience, and in a clear voice spoke
four words. “Christ is risen. Alleluia!” It is reported that the vast audience, as if they were one
person, roared in response, “He is risen indeed.
Alleluia!”

Sr. Eleanor Francis celebrates the Eucharist on the
Easter Vigil, assisted by Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth

“There is a sense of the presence of Jesus—
whether in prayer, or worship, or the Eucharist, in
other people, or in the daily rhythm of life. The
truth of Easter is grounded in these experiences....

Living By Faith
From a sermon by Sr. Deborah Francis

How can we live by faith and not by sight? Let’s start
with the Gospel of John. Jesus is speaking about the
shepherd and the sheep. He speaks about an intimate
relationship. He calls them all by name and they follow him because they know and trust him. They
don’t know strangers and will not follow them.

Christ is present and alive today and we can know
him. As I have been meditating on the resurrection,
one thing that strikes me is that so much of Christian prayer, poetry, and hymnody assumes the resurrection—assumes that Christ is present and alive
today and we can know him.”

How do we know if it is Jesus whom we are following? There are at least two paths of discernment:
scripture and prayer. As we study the Gospels we become more and more familiar with Jesus’ character:
his compassion, gentleness, honesty and openness to
those shunned or judged.
The second path of discernment is prayer. Two things
come to mind: self-knowledge and silence. We need
to know ourselves enough to know the voice of our
own thoughts., and we need to know how God speaks
to us.

sonal growth and healing can result from this and
can teach us empathy. We can learn to be present
with those who suffer, with gentleness and patience. So how do we follow Jesus by living in a
family or a community? It takes us out of our comfort zone. We need to forgive and be forgiven. Jesus’ followers devoted themselves to “the Apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to the prayers.” May we also do so, and be
there for each other in times of suffering and joy.

Silence is the other facet of prayer. It is about listening. Sitting in silence with God enables us to quiet
our inner chatter. We get to know God in a more intimate way. Times come when loss of health or the
death of a loved one can happen. Through prayer, per7

The Animal Kingdom
PONY’S POINT OF VIEW
As you can see, this photo was not taken in my usual surroundings. I decided to go for a stroll one morning at the end
of April. It was a lovely day, and there was a small opening in
my fence that was just too tempting to ignore. I was gone for
about 36 hours. Had a great time, but really began to get confused. The big white building that they call the school looked a
lot like the convent, but I realized I had wandered farther than
I thought. I then trotted down the hill toward the pond in the
back and found the old hockey field. The grass there was really
great! But alas, the following day when it was time for my late
afternoon meal, Ryan approached with my feed. I think Sr
Margo might have added some molasses to it, and it smelled
awful good. I decided to follow him back to the side of the
convent, but found some nice grass again. The sun went
down, and Sr Margo appeared again, and sat down on the
bench in front of the convent with that delicious smelling container of feed. I decided to throw in the towel and follow her

back to my enclosure. It was a great night out on the town!
Have a lovely summer, dear friends. Take the time to listen to
the birds and smell the flowers. Life only comes ‘round once…
God Bless. As the saying goes, “the grass is always greener
on the other side...”
Love,

pOnY

Kookie the New York Cat
Hello everyone—Happy Spring! I love this time of year, when I can watch the
pigeons outside of our window, hatching their babies and caring for them.
The hard thing about Spring, however, is that my Sisters are so BUSY! No time
for sitting on laps and being petted.
One day recently I snuck outside our door when no one was watching.
“Freedom!” I thought. But instead of venturing downstairs, I decided to just
sit by the door The choir was coming through—too many people for me!
So the lazy days of summer are coming, and I’ll enjoy basking in the sun. I
hope you get to do the same! - Love, Kookie

A WORD FROM JENNIE
Hello Everyone, I hope you had a good Easter? I did, but… the day before I was suddenly coaxed into the laundry – and yes, put into the old hopper sink for a bath! I just
could not understand why as I had been rolling in the grass etc. to look and smell good
for Easter – but for some reason my Sisters thought otherwise. I must admit I did feel
better afterward, although I did not want to look too pleased at the time.
We have had a lot of comings and goings over the last few weeks. I even had a trip to
the Golf Outing. That was fun. But I still long for my care person when she goes out
without me. Often watching at the window for when she comes home.
With love and licks, Jennie

Bob’s Story
Hello all—
I’m proud to tell you that Pony isn’t the only Convent animal
with an independent streak! I also have nocturnal adventures,
especially on warm nights. My caregiver worries about me, but
after all, we cats like to roam at night. She gives me such delicious treats and meals, that I don’t bother to hunt. I just
keep an eye on things.
When indoors, I like to watch TV. One day I saw a program about
a cat that jumped high, so I tried to imitate him. This didn’t
work too well, since I almost knocked the TV over! My caregiver
was not pleased.
My favorite place to hang out is on the cars parked out back,
especially if the hood is warm. It’s nice of people to put them
out for me.

Have a great summer! - Love, Bob
8

St. John Baptist School Alumnae News
1952

Charlyn Crandall Heidenreich wrote about her granddaughters, who were
active in International Women’s Day on March 8. She also attached a photo.

1960

Chris Chrystal visited the Convent in May, and went on the Celtic Journey to
Ireland with Sr. Margo’s group. She is enjoying retirement with her two dogs,
and is active in her church. She keeps up with several members of her class.

Charlyn Crandall Heidenreich
‘52 (center) with husband
Bob, grand-daughter Heather
and baby Riggs.

Marilla “Holly” Holland Savage came to visit in May with her daughter
Cynthia. She is a volunteer in home health care for hospice and Alzheimer’s cases.
1961

Mary Ann Lewis Renn visits often with her husband Wade, who sometimes
celebrates Mass here. Her grandchildren Karl and Emma live nearby. On Easter,
Mary Ann and Wade were at St. Mary’s in New York. (Photo by Sr. Monica Clare)

1965

Lynn Wilder Mullin served on the Golf Outing committee and beautifully
wrapped all of the gift baskets that were won in the raffle. She helped Sr.
Pamela to collect gifts from many local businesses.

1968

Debbie Almy Ransom, her sister Lucinda ’72, their brother John and their
mother Marge Almy (Faculty) are recently bereaved of Ken, beloved
husband and father. Our prayers go out to all of them.

Mary Ann Lewis Renn ‘61 with
her husband Wade (left) and Fr.
Stephen Gerth at St. Mary the
Virgin on Easter

1970

Pamela Warntz and Gail Slater attended the “Nun Better” Golf Outing
held May 8. Their support of our programs is greatly appreciated.

1972

Chris Brodeur MacClellan served on the Golf Outing Committee. Her husband,
Donald MacClellan, enjoyed his day playing in the event.

1982

Sue Bernthal and Sandy Stenner (former student) stopped by one day and had
a nice visit with Sr. Barbara Jean. Sue’s daughter is now in graduate school, and her
son is on the football and lacrosse teams in his school. Sue lives in Morristown.
Sandy Stenner and her husband have a son who is 11 and a daughter age 8.

Faculty Barbara Knox comes often to participate in our prayer group and to attend
meetings of the SJBS Corporation Board.

Gail Slater and Pam Warntz ‘70
with Sr. Barbara Jean at the
Golf Outing

Our Ordained Alumnae

The Rev. Ellen Kohn-Perry ‘80 with
members of her congregation at
Christ Church, Budd Lake, NJ

The Rev. Joyce Bearden McGirr ‘61
with acolytes at House of Prayer in
Newark.

Come to the Alumnae Picnic!

For All Connected with SJBS
Sunday, June 25, 1 — 5 pm at the Convent Retreat House

Bring a dish to share
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The Rev. Dr. Martha Gobdel Blacklock ‘57 on the 40th anniversary of
her ordination in the School chapel.
She celebrated January 18, 2017. at
the Church of the Good Shepherd in
Silver City, New Mexico.

Wish List

The following items would help our Ministry of Hospitality:
Library chairs: Guests are invited to the conversation area in our library. Some chairs are
frayed and sagging. A donation toward new chairs would be a help.

Ceiling fans:

Our front room (the Parlor) is a place for meetings and hospitality. It is not
air conditioned, but ceiling fans would increase comfort for guests.

Garden shed and benches: Behind the Retreat House is a large vegetable garden that supplies
fresh produce to the Morristown Interfaith Food Pantry. A small shed for
equipment would help us in this outreach to the needy.

Garden Benches A memorial garden bench placed in our grounds for the enjoyment of guests
can contain a plaque with an inscription.

Summer Search Program

Photos

With the Community of St. John Baptist
August 14-25, 2017
Have you considered…

Summer Internship?
Becoming an Associate or Oblate?
Living Alongside the Sisters?
Or exploring a Religious Vocation?

Sr. Margo with a medieval singer on
the Celtic Journey to Ireland

For more information:
Contact Sr. Barbara Jean
973-543-4641 ext. 1
srbj@csjb.org
Www.csjb.org

Sr. Barbara Jean takes Alex Potter for a
ride on the wheelchair lift in the chapel
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Coming Events
CONVENT OF ST. JOHN BAPTIST: Summer - Fall 2016
82 West Main Street, Box 240, Mendham, NJ 07945

973-543-4641 CSJB@csjb.org

www.csjb.org

THROUGH THE YEAR
CENTERING PRAYER Thursdays 7:15 - 8:15 p.m. Join us for a quiet hour and learn a new way to
pray. Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative prayer,
prayer in which we experience God's presence within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than
consciousness itself. For info, call Sr. Barbara Jean 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org.

FABRIC OF FAITH 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10-3. Learn about ecclesiastical embroidery and the preservation of church vestments. $10 includes lunch. Contact Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth at srse@csjb.org or 973-543-4641
ext. 5.

LABYRINTH WALKS June 17; Sept. 9, 23; Oct. 7, 21 Nov. 11, 2-4 p.m. Walk our labyrinth and learn
about this ancient way of prayer. Phone Sr. Barbara Jean at 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or e-mail srbj@csjb.org
at the white Convent building.

Meet

YOGA AT THE CONVENT at St. Marguerite’s Retreat House. Join us Mondays from 4:45 - 6:00 pm

for gentle Yoga. Experience how Yoga can benefit your overall well-being. $12.00 per class ~ Classes are subject
to change. . Contact: Jean Marie at 908-850-6475. Send us your email address and we will add you to the class
update list.

SUMMER

DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE- Harmony and Healing in Movement Sat. June 10, 10 –

12. In the Convent Main Chapel. Rejuvenate your spirit and open your heart with sacred circle dancing and joyous
group singing honoring the world’s mystical traditions. Participation, not presentation, is the focus. No musical or
dance experience of any kind required. Led by Andre Bernard, a Certified Leader of the Dances of Universal Peace.
Info at 908-277-2120 or www.interweave.org

COMMEMORATION DAY

Sat. June 24 at 10:30 a.m. Mark the date now for our Community’s annual
celebration with Associates and friends. Celebrant and Preacher the Rt. Rev. Allen K. Shin, Suffragan Bishop of
New York. Lunch and fellowship on the cloister. RSVP-Sr. Eleanor Francis 973-543-4641x3, sref@csjb.org

ST. JOHN BAPTIST SCHOOL ALUMNAE PICNIC Sunday, June 25, 1-5 pm. For all Alumnae, for-

mer students and staff of St. John Baptist School - Mark the date now for an overnight retreat, great picnic and the
chance to see old friends. Family and friends welcome. Bring a dish to share. RSVP Lynn Mullin 908-879-9382.
Or fablyn@aol.com

AUGUST SEARCH PROGRAM For those seeking God’s call in their lives August 14-25. A live-in with

the Sisters to experience the Religious Life. Write or e-mail Sr. Barbara Jean 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org
See page 10 for details.

FALL

DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE Open your heart with sacred circle dancing. Led by Andre Bernard, a

Certified Leader of the Dances of Universal Peace. Held in the Convent Main Chapel, September 10, 2pm to 4pm.
$10. Info at 908-277-2120 or www.interweave.org

SPIRITUAL INTENSIVE MONTHLY: 3rd Saturdays 9:30-2:30 beginning Sept 16 thru May, with

Robert Corin Morris and Peter Savastano. Nurture your spiritual journey with a year of prayer, study and community. Tuition $1300 includes lunch and one retreat. Register: information@ interweave.org or 908-277-2120.

CLARINET QUARTET CONCERT: Music Medley with Leader Dot Cacchio— Sunday, Sept. 24 at 4
p.m. Convent chapel. Suggested donation: $20. Info: Sr. Pamela at 973-543-4641x9, or sr-pamela@csjb.org

ASSOCIATES’ RETREAT “Be Still and Know: A Contemplative Prayer Workshop” Sat. Oct. 7, 9-3.
Conducted by the Rev. Dr. John Beddingfield, Rector of the Church of the Holy Trinity, NYC and CSJB Associate.
Contact Sr. Eleanor Francis, sref@csjb.org or 973-543-4641 ext. 3.

SACRED HEBREW CHANT Rabbi Shefa Gold returns Nov 5, 2-5 pm. Join us and discover the joy of Sacred
Hebrew Chant.. St.. Marguerite's Retreat House. $50. For more about Interweave programs go to interweave.org or email: information@ interweave.org or 908-277-2120.

Celtic Journeys 2017-18

WALES and NORTHUMBRIA September 5-15,2017

IRELAND May 16-27, 2018

CORNWALL & ENGLAND’S SOUTHWEST September 4-14, 2018
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COMING EVENTS
See Page 11 for Details

Commemoration Day
Saturday, June 24, 10:30 a.m. Eucharist and Outdoor Lunch
Celebrant and Preacher: Bishop Allen Shin

SJBS Alumnae Picnic
Sunday, June 25, 1-5 p.m. Bring a dish to share!

Summer Search Program
Explore the Possibilities: Vocation as Associate, Oblate,
Alongsider or Sister? August 14-25 (Come as you can)

Associates’ Retreat: “Be Still and Know”

A Contemplative Prayer Workshop
Conducted by the Rev. Dr. John Beddingfield - Saturday, October 7, 9 - 3

