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Renewing
Our
Ministry
Capital Campaign and
Construction News
Our 111-year-old historic slate roof tiles are now wearing out

At the present time no construction projects are underway but we are working on future plans. Our primary focus is to replace the original slate roof on
the retreat house. The estimate for that work is
$380,000. We have made some small progress in
raising funds toward that goal but there is much
more to be done. We also are engaged in preliminary plans to replace the current septic system
which dates from when the Retreat House and

Convent were built in the early 1900’s. We have
engaged an engineering firm to design a new
system and arrange for the necessary permits
and site work before construction can begin.
Many thanks to all who have assisted in past
projects. Our hope is to keep our buildings in
good repair for all those who come to our property.
Sr. Linda Clare CSJB

Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth celebrates 50 Years of Life Profession
On Sunday, May 26, Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth celebrated 50
years of Profession in the Community of St. John Baptist.
Profession means that a Sister has completed at least five
years of training in the Novitiate and temporary Vows, before
making Final Vows. Sister made her Final Vows on May 26,
1969.
The Rt. Rev. Allen K. Shin, Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese
of New York celebrated the Eucharist and the Rev. John Beddingfield, Rector of the Church of the Holy Trinity in New
York was the Preacher.
During her 50 years of Professed life (and the Novitiate that
preceded them), Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth worked for some time
at Grace Church (Van Vorst) in Jersey City, where she taught
children in the summer program and in Sunday School.
Among other projects, she assisted Sr. Eleanor Lucy in
“Paintin’ Class”. She also was House Sister (dorm parent) and nurse at St. John Baptist School for several
years. At the Convent, she served as Novice Director
and later as Superior of the Community for 14 years. She
has also been the Convent nurse, and cared for elderly
and sick Sisters.
Another outreach has been the formation of a group
(“The Stitchers”) that assists Altar Guilds across the
country in the care and handling of altar linens and
vestments. She also continues her ministry of spiritual
direction.
Top picture: Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth with long-time
friend June Gosnell, who attended the celebration
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Commemoration Day
Commemoration Day this year was held on June 22.
About 100 Associates and friends attended the festal Eucharist celebrated by the Rt. Rev. Robert W. Ihloff, Bishop Associate in the Diocese of Virginia.

Lunch was served on the cloister.
Pictured below are the new Associates received on
Commemoration Day: Sam Scharfenberg, Janet Maulbeck, Sheila Mulholland and Edward Roworth

The Rev. Diana Wilcox assists Sr. Eleanor Francis as the new Associates are presented to the congregation.
L to R: The Rev. Diana Wilcox, Sr. Eleanor Francis, Sam Scharfenberg, Janet Maulbeck, Sheila Mulholland, Edward
Roworth, Sr. Deborah Francis

Associates of CSJB
Associates of CSJB are asked to pray
regularly for the Community and its
work and to help the Sisters in any way
that they can.
The first step of application is to make
an appointment with the Superior, to tell
her of one’s desire to become an Associate. The applicant would then receive an
Associate’s Manual, which contains
information on the program as well as
suggested prayers and devotions.
A date and time of reception would be
arranged. This can be done at any time
convenient for the applicant and the
Community.

Photos (& Front cover) by the Rev. S. Carty

Bishop Robert Ihloff, assisted by the Rev. Cathy Brunson, celebrates the
Eucharist on Commemoration Day
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Search Programs—2019 -2020
Each year in August, we have a ten-day Search Program for those who may be exploring monastic life.
Another program is also held on the second weekend
in February (Presidents’ Day weekend,)
The Search Program offers participants the opportunity
to live with a religious community and experience life
in a monastery. It is also the opportunity to learn about
becoming an Associate, Oblate, Alongsider, or resident.
The Program includes the opportunity to learn about
our Rule of Life, our work in several local churches,
and our varied ministries.
Those considering a vocation are welcome to come at
any time. This past August, Kaila Cogan visited here
and participated in the Search Program. The Winter

Search Program will be held February 14-17,
2020.
Sr. Monica Clare, Sr. Eleanor Francis, Kaila Cogan, Sr. Pamela

A Vocation to the Religious Life
The Community of St. John Baptist was founded on St.
Andrew’s day, November 30, 1852 in the town of
Clewer, now a part of Windsor, England, by Harriet
Monsell and her parish priest, the Rev. Canon Thomas
Thelluson Carter.
This foundation was part of a broader movement in the
Anglican and Episcopal Churches, (as well as other
denominations) in response to the destitute conditions of
people living in urban poverty.
Mother Harriet’s foundation grew rapidly in the 19th
century. It was an opportunity for single women to have
active ministry to the poor and the sick. The early
Sisters developed a monastic Rule of Life that included

prayer, study and active service. The Roman Catholics
had led the way to “Religious Life,” founding convents
and monasteries as early as the fourth century. After the
Protestant Reformation, Anglicans and German Lutherans founded orders for Brothers and Sisters to meet the
needs of the day.
This way of life has continued in various forms throughout Christendom to this day. It is a unique calling to a
life of deep spirituality in the company of others.
In the 20th century, an organization in the Episcopal
Church named CAROA was established. These initials
stand for “The Conference of Anglican Religious Orders
in the Americas.” The organization includes Anglican
Sisters and Brothers in North and South America.

Leaders of religious orders in
CAROA, the organization for
monastic
communities in
the Episcopal
Church, at their
annual meeting
Sr. Eleanor Francis (top, center)
& Sr. Monica
Clare (2nd row
third from right)
attended.
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The Ordination of Peter Savastano
Our Oblate of CSJB, the Rev. Dr. Peter Savastano
was ordained to the Episcopal priesthood by the Rt.
Rev. Carlye J. Hughes, Bishop of Newark, on Saturday, September 7 at Christ Church in Short Hills.,
where he is now Priest Associate.
Peter is also a professor of the Anthropology of Religion, Consciousness, Sexuality and Gender at Seton
Hall University.
Several Sisters attended the service.

Bishop Carlye J. Hughes of the Diocese of Newark celebrated
the Eucharist at Peter Savastano’s ordination
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Interfaith Connections
Three women of faith, Rabbi Debra Smith of the Jewish Renewal Congregation of Or Ha Lev,
Morris County, NJ, Dr. Shabiha Sheik, a Muslim laywoman, and Sr. Eleanor Francis CSJB;
have become close friends, sharing the message of acceptance and respect for each other’s
religion and practice. Below is an introduction to each one and the congregation to which she
belongs.

Rabbi Debra Smith

Rabbi Debra Smith (“Rabbi Deb”) has received Rabbinic Ordination through the ALEPH Jewish Renewal Rabbinical Seminary. She is the founder and spiritual leader of Or Ha Lev Jewish
Renewal Congregation in Morris County, New Jersey. In 2018, Rabbi Deb was ordained
as Maggidah (Jewish Transformational Storyteller) to enhance her rabbinic work. She is also
a Clinical Social Worker and Multicultural Family Therapist.
Dr. Shabiha Sheik is a phar macist, and pr actices at the Veter ans’ Home in Edison, NJ. She
co-leads (with Rabbi “Deb” ) a chapter of an organization called the “Sisterhood of “SalaamShalom Extended Family,” a Jewish-Muslim Sisterhood that works to build relationships between women of the two faiths. Shabiha and her family attend the Masjid Al-Wali Mosque in
Edison.

Shabaiah Sheikh

Sr. Eleanor Francis is the Super ior of our Community and also an Episcopal pr iest. Her
former journey includes membership in a Vedantin community. Vedanta is a school of Hindu
philosophy. She found Christianity through her work repairing organs. Sr. Eleanor Francis is
an avid reader, and gives talks on prayer and meditation. She also is a spiritual director, guiding people one-on-one in the spiritual life.
Sr. Eleanor Francis
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PARISH MINISTRY
Church of the Messiah, Chester
Sister Victoria Michelle works with our Associate,

the Rev. Margaret Otterburn, at the Church of the
Messiah in Chester. She teaches Sunday School for
the younger children and also volunteers in the
thrift shop.
Her parish work includes ministry at Homeless Solutions in Morristown, a social work agency that
assists the homeless to find housing and employment. Members of the Church of the Messiah volunteer at the lunch program there. They prepare
and serve about 30 homeless people.
She also participates in the church’s annual Vacation Bible School on the Ramapo Reservation in
northern New Jersey
Sr. Victoria also helps at House of Prayer, a Newark parish, where Church of the Messiah members
conduct a Vacation Bible School.

Sr. Victoria Michelle and her helper explore nature with the children
during Vacation Bible School

All Saints, Millington
Sr. Deborah Francis and Sr. Monica Clare attend All Saints
Church in Millington, a nearby town. Each of them has outreach
ministry in the parish. Sr. Monica Clare visits parishioners in their
homes, sometimes bringing Communion to the sick and homebound.
Both Sisters have been invited to preach by the Rector, our Associate the Rev. Victoria McGrath. Sr. Monica helps organize the
Adult Forum schedule and sings with the parish choir. She has
also presented a power-point slideshow about the history of Anglican religious orders.

Sr. Deborah Francis makes home visits, helps with the Food
Pantry, and participates in healing prayer when it is offered.
Prayer with laying-on-of-hands is a comfort to those who are not
well or who are concerned about loved ones who are not well.

Sr. Deborah Francis & Sr. Monica Clare at their
“Blessings to go” booth during the Parish
rummage sale

St. John’s, Dover
Sr. Barbara Jean has recently been attending St.
John’s Church in Dover.
St. John’s is one of Dover’s first churches, founded by early English settlers in the area that came
to work in the iron mines.
The church is known for its “Pasties,” small biscuits that were made for the miners in former
times to take into the mines as a nourishing meal
while underground.
Sr. Barbara Jean visits with parishioners at coffee hour
6

St. John Baptist School Alumnae News
Alumnae Reunion June 29

Back row: Christine Brodeur MacClellan ‘72, Stephanie Napoliello Hendry ‘72, Pamela Finn Nelon . Front row: Jane Watts Hansen ‘72,
Lynn Wilder Mullin’ ‘65, Sr. Barbara Jean, Margie Watts Hopper ’67,
Barbara Knox, Faculty.

1941

1961

1963

1968
1980

Joyce Bearden McGirr ‘61 with Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry at St. Paul’s , Paterson, 2018

Katherine “Kit” King Rockwell, an Oblate of our Community, continues to stay
in touch. With the help of her son, she has published a book called Love Letters
to Jesus, a book of prayers.
Joyce Bearden McGirr is presently serving as Interim Priest at St. Paul’s Church
in Montvale, NJ. She also enjoys spending time with her son Darren and his wife
Delicia.
Sally Fairchild Foy passed away on June 10, 2019. She was a Mendham resident, and continued to reside here for most of her life after graduation from
SJBS. She was a founder of the Mendham Borough Historical Society and worked
for 30 years at the Morris County Courthouse. In later life she moved to Kennebunkport, Maine, where she had the honor of presenting President George H.W.
Bush (and posthumously, Barbara Bush) with an award from the Daughters of
Mary Ann Lewis Renn ‘61 visits St.
the American Revolution (DAR.).
Mark’s in Mendham, where her HusElizabeth Cumming Gheno wrote recently, and sent the poem below.
band Wade conducted the Sunday service. Sr. Barbara Jean also attended.
Ellen Kohn Perry is now a priest in the Diocese of Newark. She is presently
serving at St. Paul’s Church in Chatham.

1981

Belinda “Lin” Brusch visited here earlier this year. She came to participate in
our Labyrinth Walk, an ancient way of meditating by walking a meditation path
FACULTY: Marie Iwerson, former music teacher, phoned to say that she plays piano
and organ for various groups, and still misses her work at SJBS.

recently

“Framed jewels in azure
majestic ice gems sparkling
orbs of gold and green”

published by

Poem by

Kit Rockwell

By Elizabeth Cumming Gheno ‘68

Class of 1941

After skiing at High Point in NJ

A book of
prayers
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Susan Bernthal ‘82 and
Barbara Knox, English teacher
at the Reunion

A Meditation by “Kit” King Rockwell SJBS‘ 44
Dear Lord,
When a river has no banks to channel it, the river becomes a
swamp. So it is with our spiritual life. If we say everything is all
right, and we must accept any behavior in the name of pseudoChristian charity, then our faith becomes shallow and stagnant. It no longer runs clear and swift, straight from the heart of
God to cleanse us and renew us.
We need to know and observe what is acceptable to the Lord,
and what is not. The commandments are the banks of the river
of grace. True, we must not inhibit the flow of the river by filling
it with the rocks of man-made rules. On the other hand, we
must not break down the banks or commandments, to suit our
culture. Cultures come and go. God’s truth and love are everlasting.
Lord, help me not to erode the banks of your grace, but let it
flow into me and through me to water my soul and the souls
that You have put in my path. Amen.

The upper Delaware

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Departed Associates
Doris Thompson Myers
1934-2019

and taught for many years in several universities.
She was widely recognized as a scholar of the life
and works of C.S. Lewis, publishing two books and
many articles. She was an active member of Trinity
Episcopal Church in Greeley, CO. She is survived
by her son Thomas and step-daughter Elizabeth.

Doris Evaline Thompson Myers, 85, of Greeley,
Colorado died Wednesday, March 27, 2019, in
Denton, Texas.
She was born on March 12, 1934, in Gilbert, Arizona to William Forest and Mae L. (Williams)
Thompson. She became a professor of English,

John William “Bill” Hermann
1920 - 2019

Bill Hermann passed peacefully to his Lord on July
13, 2019 at the age of 91. He had faithfully assisted the Community in many of our activities over
the years. His last visit here was on Easter Day,
April 21, 2019. Bill was very active in the Church
and in his local community.

As many people from Central and South America
moved north to New Jersey, Bill reached out to those
in his neighborhood and church by learning Spanish.
This enabled him to converse with neighbors and
local residents. His “joy on the Lord” showed
through his active outreach to others.

Father of all, we pray to for those we love, but see no longer: Grant them
your peace; let light perpetual shine upon them; and in your loving wisdom
and almighty power, work in them the good purpose of your perfect will.;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Good Shepherd Home News
Sr. Jane Mankaa, the founder of Good Shepherd Home, reports that due to civil unrest
in the country at this time, all of the children, old and young, have been brought to the
Bamenda location, including those who are students of the Good Shepherd Academy
in Bafut. Classes have continued in this location.
Everyone helps to continue school and farm work, and at this time, all of the children
are being home-schooled. Some of the “children,” who are now young adults, are
helping with education of the youngest children. Teachers from the local area are also
coming to Good Shepherd Home to help in the school.
Sr. Jane says that they are really “living the Gospel,” as they take in people who
have had to flee their homes. The young men and women, former
GSH children, are showing leadership skills in managing the living
arrangements. Their greatest need at this time is a hatchery, which
would increase their ability to provide meat for so many who are now
in living at the orphanage in Bamenda.. Donations would help them
purchase one.

Kevin and his helper feed the chickens

The little ones enjoy snacks from a special friend

The children of Good Shepherd Academy
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Animal Stories
Clara’s World
Hello everyone –Welcome back to my world! I have been a
party girl lately. One special guest who came to see me recently was a five-year-old girl that brought Janet and me chocolate mice. She even read me a story! Another visitor brought
a fuzzy catnip mouse with a string tail and purple ears. Wow!
I’ve really enjoyed playing with that. So, I have been busy
entertaining, and I love it when the Sisters come to visit.
Love to all—CLARA

Jennie’s Story
Hello Everyone,
There have been lots of comings and goings at the Convent. My Sisters
appear to go and come back again all the time, which can be confusing for
me. My Sister care-person went away for two weeks – Oh the joy when she
returned. I did my happy dance in the front hall for almost ten minutes. She
sat on the seat until I stopped. I must say I was quite exhausted after that!
The Fall is here, and my Sisters are out taking photos of the trees. I love
playing is the leaves when they fall, especially when they are deep enough
for me to scatter and scrunch under foot! I am also busy doing my Chaplaincy visiting whether to nursing homes or ordinary homes – I really enjoy
the attention I get from others!!!

Kookie’s Message
Dear Folks,
For non-cat lovers: Felines’ are totally in charge 24/7. Making all decisions: what — when where - how much - how little. {even young kittens} Cat sleep many hours; a) they have a
fast heartbeat, b) ever watch a cat take a bath, even if it just the face? It’s a feat! c) except
for the young, they get bored quickly. (unless it might be watching a mouse hole). They
tend to snack, however like babies they have definite dislikes! Only one species of wildcats can climb down, that is why cats climb up only. If jumping is not in mind or not possible they just meow. It takes certain personalities to live with a cat. So, think carefully, if interested. The big plus, there is no need to walk them. Love & paws,

KOOKIE

Remembering Pony
Greetings, dear friends.
I would like to share a favorite poem. But before I do, some of you don’t know
that I crossed over the Rainbow Bridge in June. It was very peaceful. Loss of
loved ones is often difficult during the Holiday Season, but it is the remembering
that will keep them alive. May your Christmas be filled with the blessings of
peace and joy…
Love,

Do not stand at my grave and weep.
I am not there; I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sun on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.
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pOnY

When you awaken in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night
Do not stand at my grave and cry,
I am not there; I did not die.

Coming Events
At the Convent of St. John Baptist
82 West Main Street, Box 240, Mendham, NJ 07945

973-543-4641 CSJB@csjb.org

www.csjb.org

CENTERING PRAYER

Thursdays 7:15 - 8:15 p.m. Join us for a quiet hour and learn a new
way to pray. Centering P rayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of
contemplative prayer, prayer in which we experience God's presence within us, closer than breathing, closer
than thinking, closer than consciousness itself. For info, call Sr. Barbara Jean 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or
srbj@csjb.org.

LABYRINTH WALKS

(Indoor, in cold or wet weather) 2-4 p.m. Saturdays
Walk our labyrinth and learn about this ancient way of prayer. Phone Sr. Barbara Jean at 973-543-4641
ext. 1 or e-mail srbj@csjb.org Meet at the white Convent building.

YOGA AT THE CONVENT

at St. Marguerite’s Retreat House. Join us Mondays from 4:45 6:00 for gentle Yoga. Experience how Yoga can benefit your overall well-being. $12.00 per class ~ Classes
are subject to change. Contact: Jill—973-271-8952. Give us your email address and we will add you to
the class.

DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE

Sun. March 8, 2020, in the Convent Main Chapel at 2 pm.
Harmony and Healing in Movement. Rejuvenate your spirit and open your heart w ith sacred circle dancing and joyous group singing honoring the world’s mystical traditions. 908-277-2120 or
www.interweave.org

CULTIVATING COMPASSION FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

Sun. April 5, 2020 at the
Retreat House. Com passion is at the heart of Christianity, J udaism and I slam. Explore stories &
historical examples from our faith traditions, as we try to live a life of compassion. Join Sr. Eleanor Francis,
Rabbi Debra Smith and Dr. Shabiha Sheikh for this discussion.

THE EPIPHANY PARTY!

Sunday, January 5, 2020 5:00 p.m. This event is for old and new
friends of the Community. Enjoy an evening of music and fellowship with the Sisters. Vespers and Reception of
Associates 4 p.m. Informal Supper and Musical Evening at 5. Come when you can! Refreshments will be provided

WINTER SEARCH PROGRAM

February 14-17, 2020 For those seeking God’s Call in their
lives. A Live-in with the Sisters to experience the Religious Life and the opportunity to learn about any vocation
in the Church. Write or e-mail Sr. Monica Clare 973-722-3197 or sistermonica@icloud.com

COMMEMORATION DAY

Sat. June 20, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. Mark the date now for our Community’s
annual celebration with Associates and friends. Celebrant and Preacher: The Rt. Rev. Carlye J. Hughes. Bishop of
Newark. Solemn Eucharist, lunch and fellowship on the cloister. RSVP-Sr. Eleanor Francis 973-543-4641x3,
sref@csjb.org

The Golden Thread: The Re-emergence of Integral Christianity
A new offering from Interweave. Third Saturdays, beginning September 19, 9-3

Celtic Journeys

JOURNEY TO ISLAND OF LINDISFARNE, UK

Feb. 21-29, 2020
Lindisfarne is famous internationally for its medieval religious heritage, its picturesque 16th century castle,
and for its wildlife. But many are simply attracted to the peace and tranquility which pervades this very special island.

JOURNEY TO IRELAND

May 20-31, with Sr. Margo. Visit Glendalough, the W icklow M ountains, Kildare, Croagh Patrick, Connemara, Glendalough, the Aran Islands, Killarney, The history of Ireland
comes alive in these historic sites. Contact Sr. Margo: srmargo@gmail.com

csjb@csjb.org
www.csjb.org
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Coming

THE EPIPHANY PARTY
Sunday, January 5, 2020
Associate Receptions at 4 pm, Music & Refreshments
at 5

WINTER SEARCH PROGRAM
February 14-17, 2020
CULTIVATING COMPASSION
Sunday, April 5, 2020

