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Renewing Our
Ministry
Capital Campaign Report

Capital Campaign News

The Capital Campaign Committee has been meeting regularly, planning activities and projects to raise needed funds for our restoration projects. An application to the Historic Preservation Trust of Morris County for the cemetery wall
will be submitted in February. A county grant would greatly reduce the cost if
accepted by the Freeholders. It is hoped that construction will begin in 2016.
The golf outing contributed to the fund for the walls, and the spring golf outing
of 2016 will further add to the fund. Help with this needed project would be
greatly appreciated.
A Construction Report by Sr. Linda Clare
Our historical architects, Connelly and Hickey, have made a site visit and a detailed examination of the proposed work on the cemetery walls and the drainage
system for the Main Chapel. In the near future we will receive the results of their
inspection.
The boilers at the Retreat House are in need of replacement and we are investigating funding sources for that work. Some donations have already been pledged for
this project but more funds are needed to complete the replacement.

SAVE THE DATE! Monday, May 2nd, 2016

OUR SECOND GOLF OUTING
As you all may know, last year’s Golf Outing was a huge success, so much so that we are
continuing to hold them!
The Second Nun Better Golf Outing will again be held at Spring Brook Country Club in
Morristown. It is a beautiful golf course in the valley, which runs parallel to Mount Kemble Road on Rt. 202. We have already been promised a Rolex Watch and four cars are
lined up, for Hole-In-One prizes!
Come, partake in the fun, friendship, wonderful food and a chance to meet new people
who are all interested in CSJB and Golf! Please join us at Spring Brook as we “tee off” to raise money for
the preservation of our buildings and grounds, where so much ministry is at the heart of Mendham. We can
hazard a guess that there will be Nun Better than this!
For more information please contact Sister Pamela on 973-543-4641 X 9 or email: sr-pamela@csjb.orgor visit
our website www.csjb.org
If you would like to donate a gift toward the Raffle or Silent Auction or even make a donation, please make
checks payable to SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST FOUNDATION and send to:
The Nun Better Golf Outing, Community of St John Baptist
P.O.Box 240, Mendham, NJ 07945
You will receive a tax deductible letter in return.
Thank you in advance for your support. -

The Golf Outing Committee

Remember the Community of St. John Baptist



Planned giving is the means by which persons may make use of their resources by supporting the Community through
Bequests, Life Income gifts, Life Insurance, A Life Estate, or Appreciated Property. Income from an Endowment Fund
will be available for programs of retreat, worship, education, or special projects, as well as the future support of the Sisters.
For further information, please contact Sr. Barbara Jean at 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Announcing the Alongsider Program
The Community of St. John Baptist has opened a new program for temporary
residence at the Convent, called the Alongsider Program. It is for those who
are seeking to take time away for reflection and spiritual growth. Each person
in the program would come for a specific length of time to work and worship
with the Sisters. The length of stay and financial arrangements would be set up
with each individual. Spiritual guidance would be offered to participants, as
well as a variety of opportunities for service in the Church and the world.
Interested persons are welcome to attend a Search Program. In 2016 these programs will be held February 12-16 and August 16-26. For more information,
please contact Sr. Barbara Jean at srbj@csjb.org or call 973-543-4641 ext. 1.

Jean Marie DuHamel (right) and a guest
help in the garden

On Becoming an Associate or an Oblate
ASSOCIATES:

The Community of St. John Baptist in England and the United States has had Associates since the
beginning of its history. The purpose of the Associates is to help the Sisters through prayer and service in whatever way
they can. In the early days of institutional work, Associates worked side-by-side with the Sisters in their mission work,
helping to rescue homeless women, care for children, feed the hungry and support the work financially. Associates are
also helpful as members of boards of directors and committees of the Community. Membership in a church is an important part of being an Associate, and work in one’s own parish expands the ministry of the Community. The Community accepts Associates from any Christian denomination, both men and women. At the present time there are over 400
Associates of the American Community, living in many States of the USA and other countries. Persons interested in
becoming an Associates may contact Sr. Eleanor Francis at 973-543-4641 ext. 3 or sref@csjb.org.

OBLATES:

The Sisters wrote the first Oblate Rule in the 1980’s with the help of those who became the first Oblates. An Oblate of the Community is a person who is seeking a close relationship with the Sisters and a Rule of Life, a
framework by which to maintain a daily spiritual practice. At the present time the Community has nineteen Oblates.
Each one commits to an annual Promise based on his or her personal Rule of Life, which varies from person to person
with specific guidelines. Oblates are expected to attend the Eucharist regularly, say one Office (a short service from the
Book of Common Prayer or a similar source) daily, and have a spiritual growth plan. This plan includes reading, meditation, meeting with a spiritual director, and an annual retreat. Oblates are also asked to offer service to the Community
as they are able, and give a report of their activities to the Oblate Director every six months. The Oblates meet at the
Convent on a Saturday every two months and are a support network for each other.
Applicants seeking to become Oblates are required to become Associates first, and have one probationary year before
being received. Probationers keep the Oblate Rule and are invited to the Oblate meetings.

Persons interested in becoming an Associate or Oblate please contact Sr. Eleanor Francis at 973-543-4641 ext. 3 or
sref@csjb.org.

St. Francis Sunday
Blessing of the Animals
St. Francis of Assisi is famous for taming a wolf who had been
killing sheep in the town of Gubbio, Italy. He has been known
for centuries as a lover of all animals and a healer. His day is
observed on October 4. It is a common custom to bring animals
to church on the Sunday nearest to his day for a blessing. This
year the 4th was a Sunday. We had a blessing for Pony, Jennie
and Bob, and invited animal friends and their owners.
This custom reminds us that in God’s sight, all life is precious.
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Anthony, Emily, Karen and Rob Orgera brought Timmy
(cat), Bugaboo (horse), Angel (pony), Boz (black dog)
and Autumn (brown dog) for a blessing.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Bishop Chip Stokes Visits the Convent
Bishop Chip Stokes and his wife Susan came for lunch and a tour at the Convent on December 15. It was their first time to have a tour, though they have come to several services.
During their visit we had the chance to tell them about the history of the Community and our
various works, and we learned about news from the Diocese of New Jersey. We enjoyed
learning about Bishop Chip’s journey that led him to the Diocese, and it was good to become
better acquainted with Susan.
We have served in several parishes in the Diocese of New Jersey since our founding in 1874
and often travel south for various ministries.

The Daytop Holiday Brunch
Another event on December 15 was the annual Holiday Brunch at Daytop. Each year the young people there serve a
special brunch to about 150 people who are connected to the program. These guests include board members, supporters, CSJB Sisters and Associates, and friends. The Daytop Choir under director Ellen Purtell performs holiday music,
always a treat. Another feature of the event is the official payment of the rent to the Sisters for the use of the facility:
one dollar. In return for the use of the school buildings and property, Daytop pays for all expenses, improvements to the
buildings, and the taxes. We in the Community are glad that our school building can house this needed ministry.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________

Announcing “Festival in the Fall”
Sunday, October 9, 2016

A Public Tour of the Convent and St. Marguerite’s House

Volunteers will be needed. Contact Sr. Barbara Jean 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celtic Journeys
By Sr. Margo

Celtic Journeys had a good year, having gone to Ireland in
May, and Cornwall and the Southwest of England in September. Everyone seemed to have a good time, many of whom
had been on at least one previous trip. In 2016, we’ll be returning once again to Ireland (May 10-21). And then in September we are Scotland bound! The first group filled up so
quickly that it morphed into a 2nd one, and it too is now full.
But Ireland has a few available spaces. If you have always
thought of going to Ireland, maybe this is the time. It is truly a
land of enchantment as anyone who’s been there would tell
you. Think about it…
As a quick diversion from our pilgrimage route, we visited
Port Isaac, or better known as Port Wenn in the Doc Martin
series aired on PBS.
Here we are in front of Doc Martin’s house.

Oblate News
CATHY HARRIS IS RECEIVED AS AN OBLATE
At Noonday Prayer on November 14th, Catherine Harris was received
as an Oblate of our Community. Cathy has been an Associate since
June of 2011. She is a member of St. Paul’s Church in Westfield where
she serves as Outreach Chairperson. Cathy is secretary of our Good
Shepherd Home Board and enjoys volunteer work. She has had a long
career working with people with special needs as a vocational rehabilitation specialist. She and her husband have two adult children.

JOHN VAN DINE IS ORDAINED
TO THE VOCATIONAL DIACONATE
John Van Dine was ordained as a Deacon on December 12th by Bishop
Mark Beckwith at St. John’s Church in Dover. Sr. Eleanor Francis and
Sr. Victoria Michelle attended the service, and Sr. Eleanor Francis was
a Presenter. John, a longtime member of St. John’s, has served there as
a Vestry member, Eucharistic minister and Warden. He became an
Associate of the Community in 2008 and an Oblate in 2009.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Departed Associate
Sue Carol Douglas
We have recently learned that Sue Carol Wood Douglas, 87, died peacefully on March 9, 2015
at Brighten Gardens in Middletown, NJ. She had been the widow of our Associate Walter C.
Douglas, who passed away the year before. They had been married 61 years. Sue and Walter
became Associates in 1979 and were frequent visitors at the Convent until their move to Sarasota, Florida in 2010. They were also longtime members of St. Paul’s Church in Westfield.
Sue’s interment was in St. Paul’s Church Garth. May she rest in peace.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sr. Eleanor Francis offers
a prayer at the UN
Sr. Eleanor Francis was invited to offer a prayer on
the International Day of Peace, September 21. This
annual event is observed at the United Nations and
other sites around the world. She was a representative of United Religions Initiative, an organization
founded by the Rt. Rev. William Swing, retired Episcopal Bishop of California. URI represents all of the
world religions and supports peace and understanding between countries and religions.
At the Chapel of the United Nations the United
Religions Initiative sent representatives to lead prayer and worship. Sr. Eleanor Francis was a representative for Christianity.

Kurt Johnson Speaks on
“Interspirituality”
On November 15th Kurt Johnson, the author of The Coming Interspiritual Age led a panel discussion on interspirituality. The word
“interspiritual” was coined by Wayne Teasdale, a Roman Catholic
monk who wrote extensively concerning mutual understanding of the
world’s religions. Johnson spoke about the shift to interspirituality
that is happening in our society today, as many spiritual people do
not profess membership in one church or religion. He used Teasdale’s idea of “the mystic heart” to explain this concept.
Kurt Johnson and panelist Yanni Maniates
speak with Sr. Eleanor Francis at the lecture

Following his presentation there was further discussion of this topic,
which he believes will be a trend in this century.

News from the Church of
St. Mary the Virgin, New York
Sr. Laura Katharine and Sr. Monica Clare have had a busy
Fall at St. Mary’s. Sr. Monica Clare reaches out to the
homeless who come to the church every day to rest and
keep warm in the winter. She has been collecting knitted
scarves for them and appreciates any donations. The
church, always warm, is open to them 7am to 7pm, seven
days a week. She works in the church office, and has been
involved in the “Open Doors” Capital Campaign. Her
technical skills have been helpful in designing campaign
literature. There was a kickoff event on December 8, the
Feast of the Conception of Mary, that was attended by
many. The Rt. Rev. Frank Griswold was present as celebrant at the Eucharist , assisted by Bishop Allen Shin of
the Diocese of New York.
Sister Laura Katharine has been busy as the coordinator of
the sacristy, preparing for the festivals, working with volunteers, and now preparing for Christmas. The church has
several services every day.

Sr. Laura Katharine and Sr. Monica Clare
in front of the church

St. Mary’s Church was dedicated in 1895, making this
the 120th anniversary year. The Capital Campaign is
necessary at this time due to water damage on the plaster walls and needed repair to the original slate roof.
St. Mary’s is a landmark in New York for its beauty
and its Anglo-Catholic tradition, which draws worshipers from near and far.
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Christmas Comes Every Day
The time of year has come when the days are shortest. The winter solstice is a fitting time to
celebrate the return of the Light of Christ into the world and the new year beginning. That magic
can be found in the shelters and soup kitchens of our cities, where blankets and cups of coffee are
shared by those who have nothing. It shines at the bedside of a dying person, eyes alight to a reality
that the rest of us cannot see. It is seen on the battlefield, as medics rescue an injured soldier and,
against all odds, stabilize body and soul with expert care and a word of encouragement.
Where has this light shown for you lately? At times of discouragement or loss, has someone
given you a smile or a cup of coffee? Has a child taken your hand? Have you received an unexpected
gift? Such insignificant gestures carry the light which all of us need to see. When recognized and
appreciated, they can change a day of sadness into joy, an experience of loss into one of fulfillment.
This is the true spirit of Christmas, and it can be found any day of the year. The Christmas magic is
always available to us, as we open our eyes to the gifts and miracles all around us, and sharing them
with others.
The Community of St. John Baptist was born in the spirit of Advent. John the Baptist saw
what others could not: the Light of the World, shining in Jesus, son of Mary. He revealed the light to
others as he proclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of God!” As their eyes were opened, their lives were forever changed because they also saw and received the forgiveness, the healing, the love and the acceptance that were needed for them to become new people, a people of God.
To be a person of God means to be one who accepts the goodness of God and shares it with
others. This is what each of us at the Convent has attempted to do in her own way. In retreats and
spiritual direction, at the soup kitchen, the AA meetings, the time spent with a discouraged teenager,
the loving presence to children in Africa, the delight and care taken in preserving our environment each has the potential to reveal Christ’s redeeming power and to transform the world, one person at
a time.
What are the real gifts that you have received this Christmas? The greatest gift - love - costs
nothing, but it requires us to pay attention, the way John the Baptist saw the divine presence in Jesus and proclaimed it to others.
Where do you see God at work in your life or in the lives of others? Don’t be afraid to proclaim it! It might just be the gift that another needs, to see the work of God in his or her own life.
Let us look with expectation for the appearance of Christ’s light in our lives and in our world, especially this year as we pray for healing at home and peace abroad. May God bless you in this New Year - Sr. Barbara Jean

A BLESSING FOR THE NEW YEAR
By John O’Donohue
May you be blessed with good friends.
May you learn to be a good friend to yourself.
May you be able to journey to that place in your soul where
there is great love, warmth, feeling and forgiveness.
May this change you.
May it transfigure that which is negative, distant or cold in you.
May you be brought in to the real passion, kinship and affinity of belonging.
May you treasure your friends.
May you be good to them and may you be there for them; may they bring you
all the blessing, challenges, truth, and light that you need for your journey.
May you never be isolated.
May you always be in the gentle nest of belonging with your anam cara (soul friend.)
Shared by Sr. Victoria Michelle
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NEWS FROM GOOD SHEPHERD HOME
Sister Jane and Sr. Benedict recently visited the village of
Kufluf, where they celebrated a harvest festival with the
people there. The Sisters have started a mission in Kufluf, a
remote area, and have been warmly welcomed by the people. An Anglican Mission Hall has been built, and the picture to the left shows a typical African celebration with
dancing, to thank God for the harvest. The man in the background is from the Community of Jesus in Orleans, MA,
which has been very helpful to the Home. Sr. Jane has
opened a house in Kufluf for young women interested in
becoming Sisters. They have a special program and classes
with Father Leo, by the altar on the right.
In the bottom picture, children at the Bamenda Home wave
to a group that donated sacks of oatmeal.
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Alumnae News
1941 Katherine (Kit) King Rockwell keeps up w ith former roommate, Sr. Marjorie Raphael Wysong
SSM‘41 and they are still friends at age 92! Kit is an Oblate of CSJB and comes to meetings.
1952 Charlyn Crandall Heidenreich w rote about her interest in interfaith peacebuilding. Her granddaughter Sari is on a team for United Religions, an organization that promotes dialogue and shared worship for people of diverse faiths. She lives near Sr. Marjorie Raphael Wysong ‘41 and visits her.
1953 Gail Angleman Brusch passed aw ay on N ovember 7 after a long illness. W e w ere notified by her
daughter, Belinda ‘81 (known at school as “Lin.”) Her funeral was held at Trinity Church in Buckingham, PA.
1953 Elaine Steiner wrote several months ago. She asked about members of her class, and named “Gail, Mimi,
Doris and Dorothy.” She is retired from the University of Nevada, Reno.
1956 Winifred Dieter Dawson w rote that she and her husband Bob celebrated their 55th w edding anniversary on June 4th. They have 3 children, 10 grandchildren & 4 greatgrandchildren. They live in Lakewood NJ.
1960 Christine Chrystal traveled to Ireland in the spring and Cornwall and southern Britain with Sister Margo’s
Celtic Journey’s groups. She found the trips to be “interesting and spiritually uplifting.”
1960

Marilla (Holly) Holland Savage w rote w ith Thanksgiving greetings.

1961 Mary Ann Lewis Renn and her husband Wade come to Mendham often. Her daughter Julie lives near the
Convent. Wade is a priest and sometimes preaches at services here. They are involved in many church activities.
1964 Pamela White Hull serves on the Capital Campaign Committee. This committee has raised enough
funding to support many Convent and Retreat House reconstruction projects.
1965 Lynn Wilder Mullin recently retired from the Capital Campaign Board after eight years as Secretary. She was thanked for her service by the Sisters and given a manuscript copy of the Resolution at a special dinner. She also serves on the board for the St. John Baptist School Corporation, which is responsible for the Daytop
property.
1968 Elizabeth Cumming Gheno is still Alumnae treasurer. A message from her is below . She and her
husband Ken travel the world to see international tennis tournaments, as well as the New York Open.
1968 Vivian Gartman Silliman w rote that she and her husband M arc have relocated to Alabama, her
original home. They play golf and tennis, visit family and travel. She sends greetings to all.
1970 Pamela Warntz is a retired church organist and attends concerts at the Convent w ith her friend
Gail. She recently attended a retreat here for Associates
and met Chris Brodeur MacClellan’72 and Mary Ann
Lewis Renn’61. Pam also serves on our Capital Campaign Committee.
1971 Brigid Vianest Wonder phoned recently. I n October she attended the P arliament of W orld Religions in Salt Lake City. She has been active in United Religions Initiative, and represented them at the Parliament.
She sends greetings to the Sisters and Alumnae.
1972 Christine Brodeur MacClellan recently lost her mother, Barbara. She had had full care of her mom,
who lived nearby in senior housing. Chris is active in church and at the Convent, and enjoys traveling with her husband Don.
1981 Belinda (Lin) Brusch phoned in N ovember about the passing of her mom, Gail Anglerman Brusch
‘53. Lin lives in Rochester, MN. She has worked in radio and TV for many years, most recently in Kansas City. She
is also a freelance blog writer.
FORMER STUDENT
Barbara Davison (eighth grade day student in 1949) recently attended a retreat here. Barbara is still active
as an actress and a computer programmer. She found her love of the French language at SJBS. She has a
part in Going in Style, a new rendition of the 1979 movie, coming out next year. She is still going
strong at
age 88!

A MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER: Elizabeth has w ritten to say that the Alumnae Fund is low . I t is
used to help with mailings and supplies for the annual picnic. Please make out checks to the Community of St.
John Baptist and mark the notation at bottom left “Alumnae Fund.” Thank you.
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Pet News
A WORD FROM BOB
Hello everybody, BOB here. I am currently on "lock down". I have several scabs on my
chin and a wound on my neck and my person has declared that I cannot go outside until I
am healed! I have been in the 4th floor apartment for days now........... sleeping and
eating, playing with my toys which I had almost forgotten about until now. I have a lovely
feather toy, oh-- and several balls with bells inside. They are great fun to play with especially late at night! Jennie has come to visit. She is such a good pup. I hope to be allowed
out soon, however my person says it may be a few more days..................today I heard
her say the "VET" word! Oh, I do hope that's not so! It is day 7 of "lock down" and my
person has said that I may go downstairs today. Oh, what joy! I have missed my Sisters
and looking out the window in the sitting room at the birdies feeding at the bird feeder.
I do wish everyone a blessed
Christmas and a New Year filled
with Joy!

PONY’S POINT OF VIEW
Greetings, friends! A Blessed Advent, Christmastide and Epiphany to you,
whatever the case may be (depending on when the newsletter goes out!)
So, how has your autumn been? Well, here the weather so far has been
rather forgiving, with mild days, and nights that are not too cold. I don’t
think we’ve had a deep freeze yet, so there’s still lots of grass out back to
spend hours of grazing, which as you know is heaven for me. But I’m ready
for the winter. I’ve grown a thick coat that will get me through the cold winter nights.
Before I close, just a quick thought… please take the time to ponder this
time of year. I know it is crazy busy, but if you can allow a few minutes a day
for quiet, for stillness. It’s a time of waiting and anticipation, and it’s a time of wonderment and delight. And it is
a time to remember all those who are needy and alone. Cherish these moments…Love, pOnY
P.S. Please help! Pony needs new fencing behind the Convent. Any help you can send would be greatly appreciated.

GREETINGS FROM NEW YORK
Finally, after many weeks, things are back to what I can call normal conditions. At least,
nothing has been moved or made to disappear in the last couple of weeks! I hope my
humans have finally settled the homemaking ideas, at least for now. It has been really
crazy for me, and I’m not informed either. The best part is that they now have bed warmers. This is really my cup of tea. Total comfort is at the very top of the priority list for a
cat. To be more precise, food-naps-comfort are rolled into #1. Now that the air conditioners have been removed, I have a better view of the pigeons. They can be quite entertaining. Wishing all a Blessed Christmas.
Love, Kookie

NEWS FROM JENNIE
Hello Everyone,
I am so pleased to have my caregiver home again and much better from her trips
to the hospital. All my Sisters tell me I am such a good nurse dog – I think I mentioned that
in my last letter – Oh well… it won’t hurt to mention it again!
The other week I went visiting a friend of my caregiver, who is in a nursing home. He had
had, I think, something called a stroke. Anyway he could not walk and was using a wheelchair. I quite liked the place and everyone there was so welcoming. I even met two other
dogs (smaller than me) who were visiting too. At first I felt I had to protect my new friend
by giving a small woof, but no need to worry, we all got on just fine. In fact, I am now registered to visit whenever I like!
I am so looking forward to Christmas, but my Sisters tell me I have to wait; truly I am finding it most difficult!
Much love and licks to you all for a Merry Christmas, Jennie
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Coming Events
CONVENT OF ST. JOHN BAPTIST: WINTER 2014-15
82 West Main Street, Box 240, Mendham, NJ 07945
973-543-4641 csjb@csjb.org www.csjb.org

CENTERING PRAYER Thursdays 7:15 - 8:15 p.m. Join us for a quiet hour and learn a new
way to pray. Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative

prayer, prayer in which we experience God's presence within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer
than consciousness itself. For info, call Sr. Barbara Jean 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org.

FABRIC OF FAITH

1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10-3. Learn about ecclesiastical embroidery and the
preservation of church vestments.$10 includes lunch. Contact Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth at srse@csjb.org or 973-5434641 ext.5.

LABYRINTH WALKS

Sept. 3,17; Oct. 8, 22; Nov. 5,19. Dec. 3, 2-4 p.m. W alk our labyrinth and
learn about this ancient way of prayer. Special arrangements for groups may be made. Phone Sr. Barbara
Jean at 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or e-mail srbj@csjb.org. Meet at the white Convent building. Indoor

labyrinth for winter. Group rate $25.

YOGA AT THE CONVENT

at St. Marguerite’s Retreat House. Join us Mondays from 4:45 6:00 p.m. for gentle Yoga. Experience how Yoga can benefit your overall well-being. $12.00 per class ~ Classes are subject to change. Contact: Jean Marie @ 908-850-6475. Send us your email address
and we will add you to the update list.

THE EPIPHANY PARTY!

Sunday, January 3, 5:00 p.m. This event is for old and new friends of
the Community. Enjoy an evening of music and fellowship with the Sisters. Vespers and Reception of Associates 4 p.m. Informal Supper and Musical Evening at 5. Bring hors d’oeuvres, veggie platter, finger food or

dessert

Come when you can!

WINTER SEARCH PROGRAM February 12-15 2016 For those seeking God’s Call in their

lives. A Live-in with the Sisters to experience the Religious Life and the opportunity to learn about any vocation in
the Church. Write or e-mail Sr. Barbara Jean 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org

“DOES GOD PLAY DICE?” Quantum Physics and Theology. Thursdays, Feb. 11—May 19, 2016
at 7 p.m. By the Rev. Dr. Douglas Bendall, P h.D. This course explores Christian theology in relation to
relativity theory in quantum physics. Areas of discussion will be divine activity in nature, the mystery of the Triune
God, and our experience of God. Finally, we speak of Emmanuel. $540. Scholarships available. Checks made out
to the Newark School of Theology. Info: Contact Sr. Barbara Jean srbj@csjb.org or 973-543-4641 ext. 1

THE NEWARK BOYS CHORUS: The Apprentice Chorus in Concert under the direction of

our Associate Dr. Brian Harlow - Music for the Season. Sun. March 6 Convent Main Chapel, 4
p.m. Suggested Donation: $25 for Convent restoration fund. All are w elcome for a reception w ith the
boys and Dr. Harlow. For further information, email Sr. Pamela sr-pamela@csjb.org or 973-543-4641 ext. 9.

THE FACE OF GOD? The Shroud of Turin Today Explore the forensic science behind the

Shroud of Turin with Dr. Corrado Altomare. Sun. April 3 at 4 p.m. Dr. Altomare is a subdeacon of St.
Gregory Palamas Orthodox Church (OCA), Glen Gardner, NJ and gives lectures on the Holy Shroud. Learn new information about the research on this relic and the debate over its authenticity. At the Convent. Suggested donation: $25. Reception following. Contact Sr. Barbara Jean: srbj@csjb.org or 973-543-4641 ext. 1.

ASSOCIATES’ RETREAT WITH BARBARA CRAFTON: “The Dance of Vocation.”
April 9, 9:30-3:15. Followed by optional Associates’ meeting. Suggested donation: $65. Contact Sr.
Eleanor Francis sref@csjb.org or 973-543-4641 ext. 3.

DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE - Harmony and Healing in Movement

Sat. June 11, 10
am – 12 noon. I n the Convent M ain Chapel. Rejuvenate your spirit and open your heart w ith sacred
circle dancing and joyous group singing honoring the world’s mystical traditions. Participation, not presentation, is
the focus. No musical or dance experience of any kind required. Led by Andre Bernard, a Certified Leader of the
Dances of Universal Peace. Info at 908-277-2120 or www.interweave.org

CELTIC JOURNEYS 2016

IRELAND May 10-21
SCOTLAND September 6-15 and 18-27
For more information: Contact Sr. M argo at srmargo@gmail.com or 973 -543-4641 ext. 4

SUMMER SEARCH PROGRAM

August 15-26. Explore a vocation to be a Sister, Alongsider, Associate or Oblate of CSJB. Write or email Sr Barbara Jean: srbj@csjb.org or 973-543-4641 ext. 1.
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GOOD SHEPHERD HOME
“MAY WE ALL BE ONE”
The Good Shepherd Home for Children is located in the North West Province of Cameroon, an
area in West Africa where an estimated 50,000 children are
orphaned. Over 150 of those
children have found a home at Good Shepherd where they are sheltered, fed, clothed, educated and most of all, loved. Sister Jane Mankaa, founder of the Home, does not turn any child
away and no child is put up for adoption. The children truly live in a loving family environment
with over a hundred and fifty brothers and sisters.
As our children grow older their needs change and so does the cost of these basic needs—
Please consider sponsoring a child, for just a $1 a day you can provide food, healthcare and
clothing for a child. Please call Maureen Woods our Business Manager
(973-543-4641 ext. 0) for more details.

100% of all donations go to the Good Shepherd Home.
Thank you and God Bless You.

We have gone Green and wish to go greener!
Please let us know if you would prefer to have the Newsletter sent to you by email.

Bishop Chip Stokes and his wife Susan visit with the Sisters

With Prayers for you this Christmastide and New Year - From all of the Sisters

