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Meghan Gibson  shows her handmade gree ng cards 
to a customer 

Sisters, volunteers and visitors had a great day on Sunday, 
October 9th when the Convent was opened to the public 
for our first “open house”  since May of 2007.  The clois-
ter was full of vendors with many interesting crafts and 
gift items. About 50 Associates and friends served as vol-
unteers helping with tours, refreshments and hospitality. 
Tour Books were printed, giving beautiful photographs of 
the rooms in the Convent and commentary about each one.  
Guests lined up at the front door at 1 p.m. and were taken 
in groups to the various rooms. 

Sr. Mary Lynne shows silver and beaded jewelry                    
and gree ng cards made by the Sisters 

 

Customers admire  Maureen Woods’ ta ed jewelry 

The Convent of St. John Baptist was completed in 1916.  
It is a French Eclectic building, listed on the State and 
National registers.  The Sisters are presently engaged in 
the second phase of a Capital Campaign to restore and 
repair this classic structure.  In Phase One, a new barrier-
free entrance was designed and built, the English tile roof 
was replaced, and dormers on the roof were renovated.  
The barrier-free entrance is entered through the far right-
hand archway. 

Overflow parking spilled out to the lawn. 

A tour group pauses by the Main Chapel 
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Tours, Craft Fair and Concert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Myles Varley and Phyllis Bartkus check in volunteers 

Marli Higa & Sr. Pamela chat at concert cket                
sales table 

St. Marguerite’s Retreat House was open for        
refreshments  at Monastery in Mendham. 

The Adelphi Chamber Ensemble preparing to play works by Handel,     
Bach, Scarla  and Vivaldi.  Robert Deutsch (far right) was cello soloist.  

St. Marguerite’s House 

St. Marguerite’s Retreat House (left) was built by the Sis-
ters in 1908 as an orphanage.  Thirty girls at a time, aged 
three to eighteen resided there until after World War II 
when the orphanage was closed.  The Sisters renovated the 
house in the 1950’s and opened it in 1961 as a Retreat 
House.  Since that time it has hosted many retreats and 
conferences for churches and other organizations.  New 
renovations began in 2008.  Some windows have been re-
placed, an outdoor barrier-free ramp enters the building on 
the far left, and the solarium floor at the entry point has 
been raised, enabling wheelchairs to travel smoothly to a 
barrier-free bedroom and bathroom.  

Liz Heine (right) demonstrates weaving while Judi Kerr looks on. 
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Advent Devotion  
Matthew 12:33-37 

“For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  The good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in him…” 

Recently a local Monastery, St. John Baptist, opened up its doors to our community on a fall Sunday afternoon.  
I had the pleasure to volunteer as a tour guide to the many visitors who came that day to learn more about the 
beautiful convent and it’s peaceful grounds.  Several years ago, I had taken a course there on lay ministry, 
along with other friends from my congregation, and came to know the special people who live there. 
 

This quiet, contemplative place was bustling with activity when I arrived.  There’s a youth rehabilitation facility 
on the grounds of the convent, and as I was assigned my station, many of the teenagers who live there had 
just arrived to assist with parking.  What a joy it was to witness these enthusiastic young people on their way to 
healing and wholeness, volunteering their time.  I heard them ask the Sisters:  “We’re here to help.  What can 
we do?”  

“For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  The good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in him…” 

The first tour group was a mixture of people from all walks of life.  It was interesting to hear their questions, as 
well as listen to the Sisters passionately share information about their home and vocation.  As we entered the 
Sitting Room, someone asked:  “What is it, exactly, that the Sisters do?”  We heard about the contemplative life 
of prayer, service, and poverty.  They discussed mission work here in the U.S and their orphanage in Came-
roon, Africa.  They mentioned hosting retreats for over 2,000 visitors a year at their Retreat House.  During all of 
this, a young woman looked intently at the woman standing next to me and said:  “Barbara?”  “You were my 
teacher at St. John Baptist School.”  “You changed my life.”  They embraced in a long, heartfelt hug.  There 
wasn’t a dry eye in my tour group.   
 

“For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  The good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in him…” 

At the close of the day, the visitors were winding down and the tour groups were just about finished.  Just then, 
a gentleman opened the heavy front door, and asked if he could have a tour.  He shared that he had entered 
this foyer several times through out his life with his father.  His dad had made the grave monuments for the 
cemetery that resides on the grounds, and brought him along each time he delivered one.  He expressed the 
reverence that his father had for this spiritual place and for the work that he did.  Clearly, it had made a differ-
ence that his father had included him on his holy duties.  
 

“For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  The good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in him…” 

Fellow pilgrims, as we journey through this Advent Season, may our hearts overflow with the love of the One 
who lives in us, bringing good news to our weary world.  Might we, like the youth I encountered that day, bring 
the broken pieces of our lives and show up with the words: “We’re here to help.  What can we do?”   Perhaps 
our lives will mirror the teacher who lived her faith so well, that students’ lives were changed just by knowing 
her.  Or, like the father, can we bring others along to “come and see”? 
 

Prayer: 
Gracious God, Thank you for sending your Son to save us.  Help us to give beauty to the lives we live.  
May your grace and love shine through in all we do and say.  Amen. 
Colleen Duff Peterson 
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Main Chapel Renovation Plans  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renewing  Our   
Ministry 

Capital Campaign and                
Construction News 

The  Capital Campaign Committee and the Sisters have steadily moved for-
ward in the effort to raise the necessary funding  to repair the Main Chapel 
walls and roof structure.  Thanks to the SJBS Alumnae, the Carvel Founda-
tion, the Golf Outing and private donors, enough funding has been raised to 
begin structural upgrades of the Chapel roof.  The total projected cost  for this 
portion of the project is $81,000.  The bidding process has begun.  

A future project will be a new drainage system, in order to prevent further 
water damage .  Funding for this has been estimated at $134,550. 

Photos show damage to bu resses of the Main Chapel, due to the weight of the 1974-5 roof addi on 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sr. Barbara Jean and Sr. Victoria Michelle visit with Marli Higa 
and Meghan Williams, who par cipated in the August Program 

The Search Program    
Every February and August, the Community offers the 
Search Program for inquirers into different ways to be 
connected to our Community.  They learn about the 
Sisters, the Oblates and  Associates, and the Alongsid-
er program. Their week includes daily classes on dif-
ferent forms of prayer and meditation, presentations 
by the Sisters about our work, and the opportunity to 
share our life.   

During the program week the “Searchers” sit in the 
choir with the Sisters and learn how to follow our Of-
fice Book, which contains the prayers and chants used 
in our services.  They also join us for fellowship in the 
library, where we meet for conversation in the late 
afternoon or evening, and attend the churches where 
we serve.   

The Search Program is open to both men and women. 
The program is held during Presidents’ Day weekend 
in February and during the third week of August.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Summer Vacation Bible Schools 

Ringwood Bible School: Sr. Victoria  is second from right and the Rev. Margaret O erburn is in front of her. 

During the summer Sr. Victoria Michelle  participated in 
the Vacation Bible School at the Church of the Messiah in 
Chester.  She also went with volunteers from that church 
to the Church of the Good Shepherd in Ringwood.  Two 
clergy who are both Associates of CSJB, Margaret Otter-
burn of Messiah and Stephen Rozzelle of Good Shepherd,  

Ringwood and Christ Church, Pompton Lakes  led the 
Bible School.   About 50 children and teens of the Rama-
pough “Lunaape” community in the area attended the 
week-long program, which included a visit from Bishop 
Beckwith, Bible lessons, sports, swimming, and even a 
visiting petting zoo where the children could pet or hold 
the animals.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Saying goodbye, my friend. 

Choices are being made today---- 

Satin? or crushed velvet to lay your head. 

Setting your hair "one last time" 

And makeup! 

Only a natural look 

No one to know that those teeth  

Were not your own. 

Family gathering from far and wide. 

I loved the almost saintly woman 
Who took in "strays” 
And raised them as her own. 

Crossing Over 
 

Saying Good-bye to Dorothy 

In this room we gathered  

And this is where I knew you......for 

Half my life you have been part of a bigger story. 

And today tribute paid, Dorothy,  

Beautiful woman.  

A light to us young ones. 

As this chapter ends I pray the lessons 

You taught so well: 

Peace. 

Love.                                          

Compassion. 
 

Janet Thomas      10/15/16 
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Bonham, author of the upcoming book on our history, 
Living Stones, due to be launched in 2017.  

At the end of the service, the congregation heard reports 
about the Sisters’ work in New York and New Jersey, the 
Capital Campaign, and ongoing projects to repair the 
Main Chapel and cemetery. Good Shepherd Home in 
Cameroon and Celtic Journeys and other ministries of the 
Sisters were also featured. 

An inspiring report was given by Ellen Purtell, Clinical 
Director of Daytop, on the  outreach there to teens strug-
gling with addiction.  We are happy to have a small share 
in this work.   

Commemoration Day this year was  held on Saturday, 
June 25th.  This day is a celebration in honor of our pa-
tron saint, John the Baptist.  Approximately 110 people 
attended a festal Eucharist and luncheon afterward on the 
cloister.    

The guest of honor was Bishop Mark Beckwith, who 
was received as an Associate  along with the Revd’s An-
thony Pucca, Ronnie Stout-Kopp, and  Russell Griffin, 
and also Susann Brady and Margaret Dohnalek.  

The Eucharist was celebrated by our Associate the Rev. 
“Bernie” Poppe.  The preacher was the Rev. Valerie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Dorothy Fowlkes passed to her Lord on October 14.  She 
was 86.  She had been an Associate since 1974 and be-
came an Oblate in 1988.  Dorothy first met the Sisters at 
Grace Church (Van Vorst), Jersey City in the 1950’s 
when we began working there.  She was known as 
“Dottie.”  As a young mother, she brought her children 
to the Church School and began helping the church in 
many  ways   until  she  moved   to  another  part  of  the  

city. Dorothy was a believer in education not only for her 
children, but also for herself, earning degrees from 
Montclair State and St. Peter’s College, as well as addi-
tional coursework at Virginia Seminary.  As an Oblate, 
and church member, she had been a spiritual help to 
many.  Her funeral was held at the Church of the Incarna-
tion, Jersey City on October 21.  She will be missed by 
many. 

Linda Smith departed this life on July 29 and was 
buried from St. George’s Church in Helmetta on Au-
gust 7.  She and her husband, Charles, were received as 
Associates in 2004 and as Oblates in 2008.  Linda was 
very  active  in  St. George’s  Church  for  many  years, 

as a member of the Women’s Group and the Tuesday 
Bible Study.  Linda also took part in the church’s heal-
ing ministry, participating in healing missions and ser-
vices.  May she rest in peace and rise with Christ in   
glory. 

Dorothy Fowlkes 

Departed Oblates 

Commemoration Day 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

Linda Smith 
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Sr. Margo Elizabeth chats with the Rev. Valerie Bonham, 
preacher at the Eucharist, and two friends at the lunch-
eon following the service.  

Bishop Mark Beckwith presided at the Commemora on Day 
Eucharist and addressed the Congrega on.  His recep on as 
an Associate (see front cover) has been a great blessing to  
the Community. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Celtic Journeys  

Many of you know already about our trips to the UK and to Ireland. Every year in May, we 
have the opportunity to experience Ireland in the Spring, with the hillsides covered with the 
golden yellow of the gorse, and walls of fuchsia growing wild along the roadside… 

And in September every year Celtic Journeys goes to Scotland, Wales or Cornwall, so we 
often get to see miles and miles of heather. This past September Scotland came ‘round once 
more. The response was so enthusiastic that we had to do two back to back trips, with 14 
people in each group (the coach company we use has 16 seater minibuses).  

 And looking ahead to next year, we already have 12 signed up for Ireland and 10 people 
signed up for Wales and Northumbria in September.  We were able to get great airfares, and 
the dollar is quite strong against both the British Pound Sterling and the Euro. Great time to 
be traveling!                                         Think about it… Sr. Margo  

On October 4, St. Francis Day, we 
gathered with the Orgera family to 
bless Pony, Jenny, Bob and the Orge-
ras’ dogs, Bos and Autumn..  Francis 
of Assisi, a lover of all nature, is fa-
mous for preaching to the birds and 
taming a dangerous wolf at the town 
of Gubbio in Italy. His life spanned 
the 12th and 13th centuries.  It is a 
good day to give thanks for all of our 
animal brothers and sisters 

 

L to R:  The Rev. Wade Renn, Sr. Barbara 
Jean, Mary Ann Renn (behind, holding 
phone) Sr. Deborah Francis, Pony, Jen-
nie, Sr. Margo, Sr. Laura Katharine, Bos, 
Sr. Pamela, Ari Ki s, Emily Orgera, An-
thony Orgera, Karen Orgera, Autumn, Sr. 
Eleanor Francis.  

Blessing of the Animals 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
A Celtic Retreat with Fr. Michael Rodgers 

In October, we were blessed to arrange for Fr Michael 
Rodgers from Ireland to come and give a retreat at St 
Marguerites. His message was inspiring and life-giving, 
often returning to nature or Celtic themes. Following 
Gandhi's  words,  he encouraged  us  to "be  the  change  

you want to see in the world."                                                                      
Those who attended the retreat went away feeling uplifted, 
filled with new energy and hope.  Thank you, Fr Michael. 
You are a gift. If you would like to learn more about him, 
you can go online to Tearmann Centre, Glendalough.            
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The Chapel has recently been given a ‘face lift!’ 
Through generous donations from many people we 
have managed to re-paint the Chapel and replace the 
carpet. We have also put carpet on the central stair-
case  and second floor. Thank you so much to all who 
helped make this possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from New York 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Sr. Laura Katharine chats with a parishioner Sr. Monica Clare and Marli Higa examine clothing 
for the homeless 

The Sisters at St. Mary the Virgin in Times Square  are  
actively involved in the life of the parish.  Sr. Laura 
Katharine works with vestments, linens, candles, and al-
tar hangings as part of the sacristy team.  She also assists 
with the services.  Sr. Monica Clare and a web designer 
have  just  launched  a new website  for  the parish, which  

can be viewed at  www.stmvirgin.org.  She also has an 
active ministry to the homeless with parishioner Clint 
Best.  They are now working with the social workers at 
the Goddard Riverside Community Center in the Break-
ing Ground Initiative program, and are providing used 
clothing, hygiene bags, and information on available 
help to those who come to the door. 

Retreat House Improvements 

The Chapel 
Main Staircase 

2nd Floor Hallway 
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GOOD SHEPHERD HOME and GOOD SHEPHERD ACADEMY 

  Sister Jane reports that the children are all back in school, 
equipped with uniforms and books.  The Redeemer School on 
the Good Shepherd Home property is in full operation with 
children in pre-K through fifth grade.  In Batibo, the children 
are also in school.   

One miracle case at Batibo is that of Christian, a young man 
who, before coming to Batibo, suffered an epileptic seizure 
and fell into an open fire losing the sight in one eye.  He was 
recently taken to Germany by friends of Sr. Jane for surgery 
to repair his face and receive a glass eye.  He has returned, a 
very thankful young man.  This surgery will enable Christian 
to find jobs and make his way in the world. 

Twelve Good Shepherd Home young adults are now attending 
universities.  The GSH Advisory Committee at the Convent in 
Mendham has decided that sponsors must be found for college 
education, since the Home was founded only to support or-
phans through secondary school.  Anyone willing to provide a 
scholarship for a needy child to attend a university in Came-
roon or West Africa, please contact Sr. Barbara Jean at 
srbj@csjb.org or 973-543-4641x1. 

Top: Chris an at the hospital  in Germany a er his  special surgery     
to repair burns to his face and eye. 
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On November 5th, history was made with the opening of 
Good Shepherd Academy,  a secondary school located in  
the village of Bafut.  Sr. Jane’s dream of a  secondary 
school  has finally come  into being with the help of the 
Rev. Cn. Elizabeth Geitz, who founded Good Shepherd 
Sustainable Learning Foundation, a 501c3 nonprofit that 
raised the needed funds to build phase 1 of a school that  
will serve 350 students, grades 6-12. when completed. 

The  residential  school  has  opened f or sixth and seventh 
grade boys and girls,  with the hope of adding a grade each 
year.  Twelve of  the  children from Good Shepherd Home 
were a warded  scholarships by Good Shepherd SLF board 
to attend.  The Good Shepherd SLF board is committed to  
providing  transformational  education for   adolescents  in 
Cameroon.           
 www.ImaginingTomorrow.org                             

Right: Sr. Benedict with students at Good Shepherd Academy 

Above, le : Sr. Jane  presents Canon Elizabeth to the Fon of 
Bafut, King Abumbi II.  Although Cameroon is a democracy, 
the fons have an important role to play in local government.                
The royal family of Bafut traces its lineage to the 1500’s. 

 www.goodshepherdhome.org 

New students ready for school 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Rev. Valerie Bonham, historian and author, has completed Living Stones, the first book in her 
two-part series on the history of CSJB in America..  The series will give an up-to-date account of our 
Community’s life and work beginning in 1874 with the arrival of three Sisters from England. 
 

The book launch will take place at the Epiphany Party, which begins with Vespers at 4 pm on Sunday, 
January 8.  Valerie will be here with us, prepared to sign books as we celebrate this season of light and 
joy. Books can be ordered on the form below. 
 

Name: 
 

Address: 
 

Phone No:           Email: 
 

Number of Copies:         Mail to:  Sr Pamela CSJB,   P.O. Box 240,   Mendham, NJ 07945  
 
 
 

Behind every event that takes place at the Convent , there are 
faithful volunteers who are partners in our mission and minis-
try.  Our volunteers give of their time, expertise, financial 
support and prayer to help  us reach out to God’s people.  
Without the Oblates, Associates and Friends of the Communi-
ty, much of what we do would be impossible.   

In particular, it took 50 volunteers to help us put on Monas-
tery in Mendham, held in October.  We are happy to report 
that thanks to generous supporters, our goal of $20,000 for the 
work of the Sisters has been met.  We also had a successful 
Golf Outing in the spring for our Capital Campaign. 

Besides this, volunteers come to help with property care, 
mailings, technical support, hospitality, conducting of  our 
worship services and serving on boards.  We are grateful to 
all. The photos shared here represent a fraction of the many 
that could be shown. 

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 

Young men from Maplewood helped                 
in the garden 

Associates Chris Brodeur and Pamela Hull assisted 
Sr. Pamela on Commemora on Day 

Jane Bergman helps us prepare 
for Monastery in Mendham  

BOOK LAUNCH PLANNED FOR JANUARY  8 

Volunteers from Daytop    
take a break from direc ng 
parking 
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We have mustard seeds down in the kitchen. They are 
actually relatively large mustard seeds, yellow mustard 
seeds that are sometimes used in western cooking, in 
making pickles, for example. My guess is that Jesus was 
talking about black mustard seeds. They are tiny, tiny 
and I am familiar with them from Indian cooking. If you 
are preparing something very basic like dal or a vegeta-
ble curry, you start by heating oil in a frying pan. Once 
the oil is hot, you add a thin layer of black mustard 
seeds.  The seeds will go pop, pop like popcorn would 
do and then you will see the mustard-colored insides.  
Once you have finished cooking your dal or vegetables, 
you add the mustard seeds and that mustard flavor gives 
life to the whole dish.  

Just so, Jesus says that a mustard-seed sized speck of 
faith will permeate the whole of life with a particular 
flavor and bent. One of my favorite blessings that we 
use in our chapel here is "May God bless you with 
enough foolishness to believe that you can make a dif-
ference in this world, so that you can do what others 
claim cannot be done."   

One person who has done what others claim cannot be 
done is our friend Sr. Jane. Sr. Jane is not perfect any 
more than any of us is perfect, but what she has done 
she has done because of that mustard seed of faith that 
has permeated everything. Many of you will remember 
when Sr Jane first wrote to the superiors of all the Epis-
copal communities in this country, we were the only 
ones who responded. I have sometimes wondered why. 
Anyway, I am glad that we were the ones to have the 
mustard seed of faith to enter into this venture. 

Recently, I had the amazing privilege of hearing three 
women at the U.N. who had won the Nobel Peace Prize. 
None of them spoke much about how they had come to 
win the prize, but all spoke of what they thought would 
make for a peaceful future-----basic human rights like 
food, clean water and education available to all people.  

They say peace means stopping injustice, not just war.  
Are any of their recommendations actually possible?  

One of them quoted Eleanor Roosevelt who said "Do 
one good thing every day that scares you. Do one good 
thing every day that others are afraid to do."   

Well, these women could say this authentically, be-
cause they themselves had done this. Two of the wom-
en are Muslim and one Christian, but I think that at bot-
tom, that mustard seed of faith is the same.  

I especially remember a woman named Leyman 
Gbowee a Christian from Liberia because she reminded 
me of Sr. Jane, especially in her passionate commit-
ment to what she has been doing.  

Leymah led the women in public protests that forced 
Liberia's ruthless then -President Charles Taylor to 
meet with them and agree to take part in formal peace 
talks.  When the talks seemed stalled, Leymah and 
nearly 200 women formed a human barricade to pre-
vent Taylor's representatives from leaving the meeting 
hall. When security forces attempted to arrest Leymah, 
she displayed tactical brilliance in threatening to dis-
robe – an act that according to traditional beliefs would 
have brought a curse upon the men. It proved to be a 
decisive turning point for the peace process. 

So what does Leymah's story say to us? Probably we 
won't be Nobel Peace Prize winners, but within our 
own sphere, faith will go a long way. It takes faith just 
to live a normal day. It strikes me sometimes the extent 
to which we live on faith. We know only one tiny, tiny 
bit of how the world operates. So in order to avoid liv-
ing in constant fear, we have to live with the faith that 
doctors know what they are doing, scientists know what 
they are doing, teachers know what they are teaching, 
writers know what they are talking about, even artists 
and poets know what they are doing. ( Although I must 
say we are excused if our faith doesn't lie in politi-
cians).  And we are on a daily basis invited to try to do 
what others say cannot be done. 

This past summer I went to Hilfield because they are a 
community which has done what others say cannot be 
done. They did not start out with a certainty that it was 
going to work. They did not start out with many ex-
traordinary people. They started out only with faith like 
a mustard seed. I think that, as any of us who have been 
in this life for decades know, the future will not look 
like the past. But those with faith, even like a mustard 
seed, will be able to do what others say cannot be done. 

A Sermon by  

Sr. Eleanor Francis                                                
T 

The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed,  you 
could say to this tree,  ‘ Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’       

and it would obey you.” - Luke 17:6 
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A WORD FROM JENNIE 

Hello Everyone, I hope you have all had a lovely  
summer? I know I have – but oh hasn't it been hot! 
I am really a North Carolinian, and I found it so hot 
some days that I did not 
want to walk much. Now 
that the weather is cooler 
I feel so much better. My 
appetite has come back 
and I love romping and 
rolling around in the fallen 
leaves – it is so good. Then I come and fall asleep, 
either on my chair, bed or, best of all, someone elses 
bed! 
Oh, by the way, my friend Bob asked me to find a    
picture of us both walking together. I could only find 
one in last years snow – I really hope we do not have 
too much this year! 
With love and licks to you all for a Happy  
Thanksgiving and a Blessed Advent and Christmas.  

Jennie  

A WORD FROM BOB 

Hello friends! BOB here. I turned 3 in August! I am full 
grown now and am just over 10lbs at last check and have a 
lovely full "Tom" face. The cat sisters say I am very hand-
some and love to rub my cheeks. It is a rainy day today 
and cold outside.  I have been out and in and out again... 
and curled up on the chair in the si ng room. 

  I watched the li le birdies at 
the feeder for a while and then 
took a long nap. The radiators 
have  become warm and I like 
to lay near them.  It feels good 
to warm myself a er being out-
side in the damp. Jennie-girl 
dog is such a good friend and    I 
like to take walks with her when 
Sister takes her out. Sister has a 
funny way of calling for me 
when it is me. Bobbitybob Bob 
Baaaaarb she sings and   
whistles…  and when I hear her I come running from wher-
ever I am!  
Hope you have a blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas. This 
li le ki y is mighty grateful for a home and all my friends.   
BOB 

 

 

 

 

PONY’S POINT OF VIEW 
Gree ngs, dear friends… Well, I hope your sum-

mer was refreshing and you had a res ul, fun vaca on. 
The warm weather seemed to last right up un l  recently, 
when we had a few very warm days.  But alas, the leaves 
are falling and the nights are ge ng colder.  My winter 
coat is       already thick so I am feeling quite comfortable…  
Oh, before I forget, if you happen 
to stop by for a visit, you’ll no ce I 
have a new post and rail fence.  It 
was done by a young man named 
Brian Schultz who was working on 
moving up to Eagle Scout   level. 
We want to thank him for all his 
hard work. 
It’s only part of the job, though… 
The snow fencing is also in need of 
replacing. We would be most 
grateful for some more  dona-

ons! Just send to Sr Margo’s a en on, PO Box 240,  
Mendham, NJ. Write out check to CSJB.  Thanks, I would 
be most grateful. If we have more dona ons than we 
need, the money will go to ongoing expenses for my spe-
cial feed (not a lot of teeth le  in the back!). 

Have a wonderful autumn. This is the me of year for 
le ng go, like the trees releasing their leaves.  Without 
this phase there could be no new growth in the spring… 
we can learn so much from the changing  
seasons.  Love,  pony 

NEWS FROM NYC 
I’ve been writing stories for three times a year for 
eight years. Not much new on this side of the 
fence,  you’ve heard it all. As a  
‘senior’ cat, life is not all that 
exciting. In regard to my last  
report, I  
haven’t had a response to my 
question from any source, so I 
am assuming that I am living 
the ‘life of Riley!’  My latest most 
favorite activity is sitting on my human’s lap, 
while she is working at the computer. With one, 
I most often have to be content to sit behind her.  
Weather has been a bit unpredictable, so as it is 
colder the bed warmers are turned on, naturally, 
for my comfort as well.  May you all have a 
Blessed Advent & Christmas.  
Best Wishes,    Kookie  

Pet News 
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Remember the Community of St. John Baptist   
Planned giving is the means by which persons may make use of their resources by supporting the Community through 
Bequests, Life Income gifts, Life Insurance, A Life Estate, or Appreciated Property.  Income from an Endowment  
Fund will be available for programs of retreat, worship, education, or special projects, as well as the future support of 
the  Sisters. 

For further information, please contact Sr. Barbara Jean at 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org 

                                                                             

SAVE THE DATE 

                                              Monday, May 8, 2017                                       

golfnb@csjb.org      
                           

 

 

The Seasons of Life 
Associates' Retreat with Barbara Crafton 

April 1, 2017  
To register, please contact Sr. Eleanor Francis 

sref@csjb.org   973-543-4641 ext. 1 

Suggested Donation: $65 

Outreach Chorus 
“Peace on Earth”                     
Sunday, December 4 at 4 p.m.   

A Holiday Concert for all Ages 

Conducted by Anne Matlack 
$25 

THE EPIPHANY PARTY!   
Sunday, January 8, 2017 5:00 p.m.   

Vespers and Reception of Associates -4 p.m 

Informal Supper and Musical Evening at 5.  

Bring  hors d’oeurves, veggie platter, finger food or dessert    

Enjoy an evening of music with the Sisters.   
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 Coming Events Fall - Winter 2016    
 

CONVENT OF ST. JOHN BAPTIST:  
82 West Main Street, Box 240, Mendham, NJ 07945    973-543-4641  CSJB@csjb.org   www.csjb.org 

 

CENTERING PRAYER Thursdays 7:15 - 8:15 p.m.  Join us for a quiet hour and learn a new 
way to pray. Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative 
prayer, prayer in which we experience God's presence within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer  
than consciousness itself. For info, call Sr. Barbara Jean 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org.  

FABRIC OF FAITH   1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10-3 pm; Learn about ecclesiastical embroidery and the 
preservation of church vestments.  $10 includes lunch.  Contact Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth at srse@csjb.org or 973-543
-4641 ext. 5. 

LABYRINTH WALKS  Nov. 19, Dec. 10, Jan. 14, 28; Feb. 11, 25;  Mar. 11, 25; 2-4 p.m.  Walk 
our labyrinth and learn about this ancient way of prayer.  Phone Sr. Barbara Jean at 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or e-mail 
srbj@csjb.org   Meet at the white Convent building. 

YOGA AT THE CONVENT at St. Marguerite’s Retreat House. Join us Mondays from 4:45 - 
6:00 pm for gentle Yoga.   Experience how Yoga can benefit your overall well-being. $12.00 per class ~ Classes 
are subject to change.  Contact:  Jean Marie at 908-850-6475.  Send us your email address and we will add you to 
the class update list. 

HARMONIUM OUTREACH CHORUS CONCERT: “Peace on Earth”       
Sunday, December 4, 4 p.m.  Conducted by Anne Matlack, Artistic Director. Enjoy music for the holiday season. 
Proceeds for the Sisters’ reconstruction fund.  Cost $25. Contact Sr. Pamela at sr-pamela@csjb.org or 973-543-
4641 ext. 9. 
 

THE EPIPHANY PARTY!  Sunday, January 8, 2017 5:00 p.m.  This event is for old and new 
friends of the Community.  Enjoy an evening of music and fellowship with the Sisters.  Vespers and Reception of 
Associates -4 p.m.   Informal Supper and Musical Evening at 5. Bring  hors d’oeurves, veggie pla er, finger food or 
dessert   Come when you can!  

WINTER SEARCH PROGRAM February 17-20, 2017  For those seeking God’s Call in their 
lives. A Live-in with the Sisters to experience the Religious Life and the opportunity to learn about any vocation in 
the Church.  Write or e-mail Sr. Barbara Jean 973-543-4641 ext. 1 or srbj@csjb.org 

ST PAUL'S CHOIR SCHOOL IN CONCERT: Sunday March 26th 2017 at 4 p.m.  The 
St Paul's Choir School will perform a variety of sacred and secular works. Mark your Calendars now. Donation $20.  
Contact Sr. Pamela at sr-pamela@csjb.org or 973-543-4641 ext. 9  

ASSOCIATES’ RETREAT: “The Seasons of Life”  Sat. Apr. 1, 9 am—3pm. Con-
ducted by the Rev. Barbara Crafton.  Suggested donation: $65.  To register, contact Sr. Eleanor Francis at 
sref@csjb.org or 973-543-4641 Ext. 3. 

DRAWING & PAINTING GOD’S BOTANICALS with Debra Cook  Satur-
day April 22, 2017, 9.30am—4.30pm at the Convent, using Acrylic paint on canvas. All materials supplied.  
Cost $130 including Lunch. Contact Sr. Pamela 973-543-4641 x 9  or email sr-pamela@csjb.org  

THE NUN BETTER GOLF OUTING: May 8, 2017 at the Spring Brook Country Club, Mor-
ristown    Come, partake in the fun, friendship and the chance to meet new people who are all interested in CSJB and golf!   For 
more informa on, please see page 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celtic Journeys 2017                   
IRELAND May 16-27, 2017     WALES and NORTHUMBRIA  Sept. 5—15 

For more information: Contact Sr. Margo at srmargo@gmail.com or 973-543-4641 ext. 4. 
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Christmas greetings and news will be online only!   
Please send email address  

or that of a family member to “Office” at 
PO Box 240, Mendham, NJ 07945,  

or office@csjb.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

May God richly bless you in the coming  
Holiday season - 

 

With Love from the Sisters 
 
 


