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Dear Friends, 
 
This winter has been a time of planning and preparing. The heating 
system at the Convent as well as the ramp, solarium and barrier-free 
bathroom at St. Marguerite’s has been completed. The window 
restoration work at the retreat house will be finished by summer and so 

we are now turning our attention to new projects for 2011.  On our drawing board is the construction of a ramp 
on the cloister allowing barrier free access via the convent front door. A walkway will connect the side parking lot 
and the ramp. Also planned is the restoration of the tile roof at the rear of the convent. These projects should 
begin in the spring of 2011. Partial funding will come from the New Jersey Historic Trust, our 2010 Morris 
County grant and donations from the Carvel Foundation. If there is sufficient funding we hope to include an 
interior ramp providing access to the main chapel.   
 
All of these projects will require additional funding to augment the grants.  In the past we have been fortunate in 
being able to match the State and County grant awards.  Although our thermometer, pictured above, appears to 
be at the top we have still not reached our goal for the first phase of our Master Preservation Plan. Funds drawn 
from the state grant must be matched by us dollar for dollar.  At the present time, about $200,000 still needs to 
be raised in order to match the available funding offered.   
 
The plan to restore the clay tiles on the rear of the convent is only the first step in our roof preservation. In 
subsequent years we need to restore the entire tile roof. Our architect, Annabelle Radcliffe-Trenner, has made 
the roof repair a priority. The present tiles have held up for over 90 years but their current level of deterioration 
needs to be reversed. Any leakage will affect the roof underlayment and cause the metal substructure to rust and 
fail. Some of the present tiles can be reused, but most must be replaced.  The picture below shows the current 
condition of the tiles.   
 
Our spring issue of Community Notes will include updates on all our projects. We offer thanks to all who have 
helped us to come so far in the past five years. We also appeal to all our readers for information about 
foundations that might provide grant funds to aid in our historic restoration. We are committed to staying in 
Mendham and to preserving our buildings but we need your assistance. 

 
We especially thank our Development Board for its tireless work in raising 
funds for these projects.  The most recent effort has been a book called The 
Nun Better Cookbook. Almost 400 recipes have been collected by Sr. 
Pamela and Maureen Woods, and the book will soon be published.  Be sure 
to order at least one!  All proceeds go to the Capital Campaign. 
 
 

Sr. Barbara Jean          Sr. Linda Clare                Sr. Pamela 
Development Officer         Buildings & Grounds           Capital Campaign  
        General Chair 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

            
    

The Nun Better The Nun Better The Nun Better The Nun Better Cookbook   Cookbook   Cookbook   Cookbook                                                                       
We send a big “THANK YOU” to all who sent in recipes for the Cookbook. The title will 
be “The Nun Better Cookbook”.  Congratulations to Marie Sawyer and Judy Picciano, 
who win the prize for choosing the title.  By the time you receive the Newsletter all 
will be at the publishers and we hope the book will be ready by mid February.  The 
book will have almost 400 recipes and will cost $18 + $7 for shipping & handling.  
Bulk orders will cost less for shipping depending on how they are wrapped.  

To place your order, please send to Sister Pamela, CSJB. P.O. Box 240, West Main 
Street, Mendham NJ 07945 or email: sr-pamela@csjb.org. 
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A Message for Epiphany and the New Year from our Superior,  
Sr. Eleanor Francis 

  
Once there was a small boy named Johnny.  When Johnny was 6 years old, he 

was afraid of the dark. So every night when he went to bed his mother would sit with 
him until he fell asleep. One night, his mother said, “You’re getting to be a big boy now 
and I think you can fall asleep without me.”  “But I’m afraid of the dark,” whimpered 
the little boy.  “You don’t have to be afraid.  God is always with you.”  “But I want 
God with skin on,” pleaded Johnny. “The Word became flesh and lived among us.”                                                             

We adults think that perhaps we are sophisticated enough that we don’t need 
God with skin on.  We have abstract concepts of God. “God is perfect love,” we say.  
“God is peace; God is joy.”  But what are love or peace or joy but human emotions 
which we have superimposed onto God?  With our limited human intellects, it is 
impossible to conceive of a God who isn’t some form of Superman or Superwoman. 
We need a God we can relate to.  “The Word became flesh and lived among us.” 
The Word did not just enter into flesh; the Word became flesh.  Our God could have been an ethereal God, a 
disembodied deity whose holy Word would be a collection of abstract philosophical premises. Instead, we have a 
God with skin on, a God who is pleased to dwell among us, setting the holy story within the human story, so that 
none of us has to leave flesh and blood behind to hear it.  By choosing Christ to flesh out the Word, God made a 
decision in favor of incarnation. It is to each other that we must look to see the incarnation today.  Each one of us 
has a story and the sum total of all those stories is God’s Word today.  At the same time, Jesus’ life is the Word 
for us, an example of how we are meant to live our lives.  The life of Jesus is meant to bring us into relationship 
with God.  God comes to us, not as an abstraction, but as a newborn baby.  Every time a baby is born, the Word 
has become flesh once more; the Word has been willing to make itself vulnerable.  What would life be if every 
time we look into the eyes of another human being, we see the Word become flesh? Annie Lamont says, “You 
can look at all people as God in drag.”  The Word became flesh and lived among us. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

The Rev, Joseph Owen Gross, Former Chaplain 
Father Joseph Gross departed this life on November 28.  He had been our Community’s chaplain from 1977-
1992.  Before serving here, he had been rector of St. Bartholomew’s Church in Philadelphia.  Fr. Gross was 
educated at the Lancaster Theological Seminary and the Philadelphia Divinity School.  After his retirement, Fr. 
Gross served at two parishes in Schenectady, NY.  He is survived by his widow, Virginia Keener Gross.  Rest 
eternal grant to him, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. 

 

Judith Ann McCurdy 
Judith McCurdy, the wife of our Estate Manager Kenneth McCurdy, died suddenly on December 3.  She was 
taken to the hospital after a massive heart attack.  She is survived by her husband and their two sons, Ryan, 
21 and Brandon, 16.  Judy was a billing manager for Hematology Oncology Associates in Morristown.  She 
also assisted Ken in his landscaping and repair business.  Her memorial service was conducted here by the 
Sisters.  About 100 friends and co-workers attended the service and the reception that followed at St. 
Marguerite’s House.  Judy is greatly missed by all of us.  May she rest in peace and rise with Christ in glory.              

Remember the Community of St. John Baptist         
Planned giving is the means by which persons may make use of their resources by                                               
supporting the Community through Bequests, Life Income gifts, Life Insurance, A Life Estate, 

or Appreciated Property.  Income from an Endowment Fund will be available for programs of 
retreat, worship, education, or special projects, as well as the future support of the Sisters.   
 

For further information, please contact our Business Manager, Maureen Woods, at 973-543-
4641 ext. 0, or email: office@csjb.org 
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HAPPENINGS 
 

Sisters Speak on Good Shepherd Home 
Sisters Mary Lynne and Barbara Jean attended Good Shepherd 
and St. John Church in Milford, PA in the fall to speak about our 
work at Good Shepherd Home in Cameroon, at the invitation of 
the Rev, Cn. Elizabeth Geitz and the rector, Fr. Bill McGinty.  Sr. 
Mary Lynne is pictured here with the display table of African 
goods 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bishop Prince Singh is Installed 
On November 30, the Rt. Rev. Prince Singh, Bishop of 
Rochester, was installed as Bishop Visitor of the 
Community.  Assisting at the Installation were Bishop 
Herbert Donovan (Retired Bishop of Arkansas and 
Associate of the Community) on the left, and Bishop Mark 
Beckwith Diocese of Newark, on the right.  Bishop Prince is 
our official liaison with the Episcopal Church.  Every 
religious order has a Bishop Visitor, who represents the 
House of Bishop’s Committee on Religious Orders.  We 
welcome him into our family and look forward to his visits.  
Bishop Prince was formerly a priest of the Diocese of 
Newark, and served at St. Peter’s in Morristown and as 
rector of St. Alban’s in Oakland. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bishop Herbert Donovan Retires 
Bishop Donovan retired from his position as Bishop Visitor on 
November 30.  Earlier in the month, we held a special tea for 
him and his wife, Mary, to honor him for his years of service.  Sr. 
Eleanor Francis presented him with gifts from all of us.  Bishop 
Herbert became an Associate and a member of the 
Development Board during his time of ministry with us.  He will 
continue in both capacities in the future.  We will see him and 
Mary next summer on Commemoration Day, when Mary will be 
our preacher. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Centering Prayer: Resting In God 
On December 4, our Associate, the Rev. Elizabeth 
Eddy, conducted a workshop on Centering Prayer 
called, “Resting in God.”  This workshop included a 
video of Fr. Thomas Keating teaching on this subject 
and instruction on a variety of Centering Prayer 
practices.  Quiet, meditative prayer that “centers” a 
person in the presence of God is a way to become more 
grounded in our everyday life, and helps us to deal with 
personal issues.  Our Centering Prayer group meets 
every Thursday evening from 7:15 – 8:15. 
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Daytop Residents Celebrate the Holiday Season 
 
It is a blessing for all of us to have a continuing relationship with Daytop Village, the residential school and 
rehabilitation center on our property.  The students there help us as volunteers in various projects throughout the 
year and Sr. Barbara Jean serves on the Daytop Board.  Some of the young people are pictured here at the 
Convent’s annual tree decorating evening, and Sr. Eleanor Francis and Sr. Pamela are shown helping with 
decorations and refreshments. Other Sisters also attended, and Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth gave each of the students a piece 
of “Nun Better” jewelry. 
 
Sr. Barbara Jean is pictured with James Curtin, the Executive Director, at the Holiday Brunch and musical 
program. The Holiday Brunch was held on December 14 at Daytop.  At this event, 
the choir sang a medley of holiday songs.  Some of the residents spoke of 
their personal life experiences, explaining how their lives had changed 
since coming to Daytop. The gym was filled with board members, 
representatives of agencies that deal with youth, parents and friends.  A 
delicious breakfast was served.  This inspiring annual event brings 
Christmas joy to many, as they hear stories of hope and see young lives 
transformed. 
 
                                                                         

 
         Courtesy: The Daily Record                                                                           

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SHARING THE LIGHT 

 

We invite each of you to join in SHARINGSHARINGSHARINGSHARING    THE LIGHTTHE LIGHTTHE LIGHTTHE LIGHT by dedicating a window or a panel in memory of a loved 
one or in honor of a friend.   
       
   3 -  Panel Window   2 - Panel Window  1 Window        1 Sash        1 small window     1 Leaded Pane 

 
 

 
 
 

        Benefactor                Supporter          Contributor        Patron                  Friend                   Donor 
           $1000           $750              $375                  $250                      $150                       $20 
#---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NAME__________________________________________________ E-Mail______________________________ 
 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PHONE_____________________________ AMOUNT ENCLOSED___________________________________ 
 

WINDOW DESIRED__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___IN HONOR OF  ___IN MEMORY OF_________________________________________________________ 
Please make checks out to the St. John the Baptist Foundation (SJBF) 
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NEWS FROM  
GOOD SHEPHERD HOME 

 

The following is a press release that was 
sent recently from the Good Shepherd Home 
Board to the Daily Record of Morris County. 

“Sister Mary Lynne Pfitzinger, of the Convent 
of  Saint  John  Baptist  in  Mendham,  New 
Jersey,  announced  today  that  The   Good 
Shepherd  Home   in  Bamenda,  Cameroon, 
now has its own website: 
www.goodshepherdhome.org.     “This 
powerful and moving web site combines 
news of the heartwarming work being done 
at the home with the latest means of communication, the web” said Sister Mary Lynne. 

The Good Shepherd Home is the brainchild of Sister Jane Mankaa who has dedicated her life 
to nurturing the orphans of her country. Sister Jane once saw a small boy sleeping on the 
street in Yaounde, the capitol of Cameroon. "I asked him why he was sleeping there and he 
told me that's where he lived," she said. "I brought him some rice, and when I came back to 
see him the next morning, there were ten other boys with him." She learned that the street 
children were all orphans whose parents had died of AIDS. "I knew then that caring for these 
children was what I was called to do." 
 

With just a $15,000 grant, Sister Jane purchased the property that would become  
The Good Shepherd Home for Children.  In just a few years they now have a dormitory, 
primary school, fresh water system, bakery, piggery, and chicken farms.  Today the 
Good Shepherd is home to over 120 children and no one is turned away.  Uniquely, no child is 
put up for adoption and the home is truly considered “home” by the children who are fed, 
clothed, sheltered and educated on site. 
 
The Convent of Saint John Baptist has adopted the Good Shepherd Home as have numerous 
parishes and individuals around the country. 
 
‘If only everyone could log on to the web site, they could see the wonderful work being done 
for these kids and more could be accommodated,’ said Sister Mary Lynne.” 

 

Recent News from Good Shepherd Home 
This past Christmas, all 120 children received new clothing and shoes.  This includes the 40 
from Batibo, the annex.  There was a Christmas program where the children recited Bible 
verses and sang.  Peace Corps volunteers from England, Germany and the USA came to visit, 
and they purchased enough chickens from Sr. Jane’s farm to feed everyone a chicken dinner.  
The farm is succeeding as a business, and is now turning a good profit. 
 
With the help of a Spanish film company, a video of the children dancing and singing has been 
launched in Cameroon.  Sr. Jane plans to have a launching event in New York when she 
comes here in early 2011.  The film highlights education and the prevention of AIDS. 
 
The Good Shepherd Home Board in the USA has been very active.  We are especially grateful 
to George Jordan for arranging for the new website and brochures. 
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Our Associate, the Rev. Barbara Harriman, Deacon, receives 

the 2010 PATCH Humanitarian Award 
 
On October 27, 2010, Offender Aid and Restoration (OAR), an organization 
dedicated to assisting offenders in local jails re-enter society after their 
release, honored their volunteers -- among them the Rev. Barbara Harriman, 
deacon, on the left, recipient of the 2010 PATCH Humanitarian Award, and 
the Rev. Christian Carroll, deacon, winner of the 2010 Volunteer Award. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sister Patricia Michael, our Associate, Makes Final 

Vows as a Solitary 
 
Sister Patricia Michael Hauze has lived the religious life in her own home for 
several years, under the guidance of the bishop of the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
PA.  After three years in temporary vows, she made her final profession on 
September 28.  Sisters Eleanor Francis and Barbara Jean attended the 
ceremony, held at Trinity Church in Bethlehem.  Pictured with her are Bishop 
Paul Marshall, the Rev. Laura Howell and the Rev. Andrew Kerns. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Residents of the Convent of St. John Baptist 
 

Whenever you visit the Convent, you always find members of the household who live alongside of the 
Community, helping us with our work.  These quiet Residents are an important part of our life together, and 
perform roles that only live-in persons could do.  At the moment, we have three, and would like to share their 
stories. 

Janet Thomas has lived with us for fifteen years.  She came to the east coast from 
Spokane, Washington as a professional nanny, and moved to the Convent several years 
later.  In 1994 she became an Oblate of the Community.  She has served as a nanny with 
several families while also working among us as a part-time housekeeper and driver.  We 
appreciate her supportive presence, her poetry, and especially her care of our cat, Jack.   

 
 Donna MacKenzie came to us in September of 2009, from Lambertville, NJ.  She 
 is a full-time employee of the Community, serving in housekeeping.  Donna is an 
 expert with plants, and we now have beautiful plants and flowers all over the house. 
 She also has her own spinning wheel and spins natural yarns.  Her experience from the 
 altar guild at St. Andrew’s in Lambertville has made her a valuable member of the 
“chapel crew.”   She also is an expert with computers and accounting. 
 
  Jean Marie DuHamel has just come to live alongside of us.  She is a secretary and 
   matron for the Tewksbury Police Department and she also has a private practice as Life 
   Coach.  Jean Marie writes articles on spirituality and is presently attending a program on 
   Spiritual direction at Mallinckrodt Convent in Mendham with Sr. Lura Grace.  She looks 
   forward to worshiping with us and helping with our work. 

 
Other residents have come and gone over the years.  All of them have aided us in our ministry, and we thank 
each one for her invaluable help and her presence among us. 
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FROM THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 
 
 

NEWS FROM NEW YORK by Kookie Cat 
Dear Friends,  

All is going according to my plan here in New York.  One Sister keeps saying, 

“That cat sure is getting spoiled”.  I am so proud of my success.  I now am 

able to drink water out of the bathtub faucet several times a day and to 

commandeer all the living room chairs.  I sleep under covers every night as 

well as visit each Sister nightly. The other night I gave the Sisters quite a 

fright while playing, when the heat came up with an awful racket. I left the 

room and they could not find me under any bed or chair.  Finally I surprised 

them appearing in the kitchen on a chair under the table.  It was the closest 

place by the radiator!  We cats know how to find comfort! 

                             Wishing you a very merry and comfortable Christmas. 

                     Love, Kookie 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Note from Petie 
Hi Folks, 
   Thanks to my original paw-scribe, who has come on board to help out.   It is hard 
to imagine Christmas is on our doorstep.  I am doing well for an old pooch, 
considering that I’m beyond 15 ½!!!  The best part of course is that my nose is 
extremely up to snuff and that my old food brand is back on the market. On the 
down-side seeing and hearing is becoming less. I am enjoying the cooler weather and 
real snow will be here soon, though ice is difficult for me to navigate now.  I have 
really been a good dog and not up to my usual mis-adventures, more sleep has its 
benefits for my Sisters! On the other hand Jack has been up to much mischief (being 
‘mother-less’ for a few weeks) and I have had to be a visiting nurse-maid to him, Oh 
that was tiring work too!  As one of my caretakers says, “Life is life, and what comes, 
comes.”   I’m hoping I will get some extra treats in my stocking.  Wishing all a 

Blessed Christmas.      Love and Paws, Petie 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

and from Jack… 
Hi Friends - 
I've had a particularly exciting time these past few months. First, my person left me 
AGAIN for three long weeks!  When I saw the suitcase come out I was bereft.  
Well, the nights were particularly long and lonely so I went looking for friends to 
share the apartment with.  One of the sisters stayed with me occasionally but I was 
still alone a lot of the time.  Then I met Charlene --the chipmunk--and invited her to 
come and spend some time.  Charlene made herself at home feasting on my kibble 
and nesting in my person’s favorite black cardigan sweater.  We had midnight games 
of chase the tail on the chipmunk and tickle the cat's whiskers.  She was a good 
companion but when my person returned she was not pleased.  "What a mess!"  she 
exclaimed.  It took two days to convince Charlene she had to go and several more to 

clean up the mess. 

I was oh, so glad my person had returned.  To show my gratitude, one morning, I brought her a beautiful tufted titmouse.  
She was out on the mail run so I put it in my toy basket for safe keeping.  I have felt very territorial since her return and got 
into a tom cat brawl as a result which prompted a trip to the vet and a week’s confinement.  My brother Pete, always kind 
and concerned, came to visit.  I'm on the mend and settling in for a long winter.  My person has brought out the down 
comforter and it does make such a purrrrrfect place for a kitty nap              Love,    JACK.    
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PONY’S POINT OF VIEW 
Ah, yes… and here we are once again in the season of Epiphany!  
There is nothing like a still winter’s day with snow on the ground, 
a vibrant blue sky and the light from the sun so pure and 
sparkling.  I love a day like that, don’t you?  Even the trees take 
on a different appearance in the winter, like sentinels guarding the 
earth.  Yet there is something very vulnerable about trees without 
their leaves, isn’t there?  Open and exposed to the elements of 
wind and ice, they withstand quite a battering. Yet Spring brings 
new life every year, and re-birth…   
 

If we could only learn from nature, listening… watching. These 
winter nights are so clear, and still.  The first light of dawn often 
seems to take so long to arrive, yet when it does, it is worth the 
wait… the birds begin their chirping, and soon are fluttering all 
around the feeders.  I wish for you a season filled with blessings, 
and a time of holiness.  Take a moment here and there to pause  

and linger in wonderment and awe, delighting in God’s season of Light.       Love,     

pOnY                                     
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
                

                 NATIONAL ALTAR GUILD 
                     NEEDLE WORKSHOP 

 
SEPTEMBER 20-25, 2011 

 

CONVENT ST. JOHN BAPTIST, MENDHAM, NJ 
 

HARDANGER SILK AND METAL THREAD 
 

The instructor will be Marilyn Doyle, a certified EGA teacher, retired Liturgical Arts 
professor at the United Theological Seminary in Ohio.   
Three classes will be held simultaneously: 

 

* Basic Hardanger Techniques     
 

* Introduction to Gold and Metal Techniques 
  

* More Silk and Gold Thread Techniques 
 

 
For Reservations and Further Information contact Sr. Suzanne Elizabeth, 

Convent of St. John Baptist, P.O. Box 240, Mendham, NJ 07945 
Tel. # 973-543-4641 ext. 5   email: srse@csjb.org 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

CENTERING PRAYER 
 

Thursday Evenings at the Convent – quiet prayer and music  
with harpist Alix Wiesz most evenings 

7:15 - 8:15 
Service of Compline with the Sisters at 8:30  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

            Announcing Spring Class to be held 
At the Convent of St. John Baptist 

Benedictine Spirituality for Today 
With the Rev. Jane Tomaine 

 

Thursdays February 17 - May 19 

6 p.m. - 9 p.m. includes Dinner & Compline 
   

 

                                                                        10 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Sisters of St. John Baptist wish you  
God’s Blessing in the New Year 

We have gone Green and wish to go greener! 

 Please let us know if you would prefer to have the Newsletter sent to you by email. 

Please respond to:  office@csjb.org 


